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These minutes are draft until 
confirmed as a correct record at 
the next meeting. 

BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET 
 
CABINET 
 
Thursday, 9th February, 2023 
 
 

 

 
Present: 
Councillor Kevin Guy (Ch) Leader of the Council, Liberal Democrat Group Leader 
Councillor Tim Ball Cabinet Member for Planning and Licensing 
Councillor Alison Born Cabinet Member for Adult Services and Council House 

Building 
Councillor Tom Davies Cabinet Member for Adult Services and Council House 

Building 
Councillor Manda Rigby Cabinet Member for Transport 
Councillor Dine Romero Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, 

Communities 
Councillor Richard Samuel Deputy Council Leader and Cabinet Member for 

Resources 
Councillor Sarah Warren Deputy Council Leader (statutory) and Cabinet Member 

for Climate and Sustainable Travel 
  
   
  
52    WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
The Chair, Cllr Kevin Guy, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

  
53    EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

 
The Senior Democratic Services Officer read out the emergency evacuation 
procedure.  

  
54    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mark Roper and Dave Wood.  

  
55    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
The Chair stated that as a Council Tax payer he wished to declare an interest in item 
12 (Budget and Council Tax 2023/24 and Financial Outlook), on behalf of himself 
and all Cabinet Members paying Council Tax, Business Rates or in receipt of Council 
services and sought a dispensation from the Monitoring Officer to enable Members 
present to participate in the debate and vote on the item. 
 
Cllr Tim Ball declared that a family member is in receipt of enhanced children’s 
services. 
 
Cllr Sarah Warren declared that a family member has an Education, Health and Care 
Plan (EHCP). 
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The Deputy Monitoring Officer confirmed that he would grant the required 
dispensation. 
 
A copy of the general dispensation is attached as Appendix 1 to these minutes. 
  

  
56    TO ANNOUNCE ANY URGENT BUSINESS AGREED BY THE CHAIR 

 
There were no items of urgent business. 
 
The Leader thanked Cllr Samuel and all the officers who had worked on the budget 
this year for their hard work to balance the books.  He also thanked the Christmas 
Market Team for the work they had undertaken to stage the Christmas Market last 
year.  The market was one of the most successful ever and has generated a great 
deal of money to the city.  37% of people stayed for an average of 2.4 nights which 
was advantageous to the local hospitality industry. 
 
The Leader also highlighted the fact that WECA (the West of England Combined 
Authority) is responsible for bus services in the area.  He informed members that he 
has called on the West of England Metro Mayor to urgently provide more details 
about his planned “demand-responsive transport (DRT)” scheme.  He is also asking 
the Mayor to confirm that he will use some of the £50m he has to spend on buses to 
provide services in the Midsomer Norton, Radstock, Paulton and Chew Valley areas.  

  
57    QUESTIONS FROM PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS 

 
There were 27 questions from Councillors and 27 questions from members of the 
public. 
 
Cllr Eleanor Jackson asked two supplementary questions relating to questions M1 
and M2. 
 
[Copies of the questions and responses, including supplementary questions and 
responses if any, have been placed on the Minute book as Appendix 2 and are 
available on the Council's website.] 
 
  

  
58    STATEMENTS OR PETITIONS FROM PUBLIC OR COUNCILLORS 

 
Members of the public and Councillors made statements as follows: 
 

  Guy Hodgson – Petition calling for the provision of a safe crossing for St 
Mary’s Primary School, the RUH and the 103 Childcare Centre at the Weston 
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Hub (Penn Hill Road, Weston).  The petition has been signed by 421 people.  
(A copy of the statement is attached as Appendix 3 to these minutes). 
 

  Jackie Head – Public Transport Services in the Chew Valley (a copy of which 
is attached as Appendix 4 to these minutes). 
 

  Ian Downey – Proposed cuts to bus services in the Chew Valley (a copy of 
which is attached as Appendix 5 to these minutes). 
 

  Cllr Shaun Stephenson-McGall – Bus Services through Timsbury (a copy of 
which is attached as Appendix 6 to these minutes). 

 
  Anna Box – More funding for rural roads in village centres to improve safety (a 

copy of which is attached as Appendix 7 to these minutes). 
 

  Bob Goodman – Continued demise of the City and funding of Remembrance 
Events in Bath (a copy of which is attached as Appendix 8 to these minutes). 

 
  Cllr Paul May – Council Budget 2023/24 (a copy of which is attached as 

Appendix 9 to these minutes). 
 

  Cllr Eleanor Jackson – Provision of RE in Bath and SACRE budget (a copy of 
which is attached as Appendix 10 to these minutes). 

 
Cabinet members asked some factual questions of the speakers in order to clarify 
details mentioned in their statements. 
  

  
59    MINUTES OF PREVIOUS CABINET MEETING 

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2022 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.  

  
60    CONSIDERATION OF SINGLE MEMBER ITEMS REQUISITIONED TO CABINET 

 
There were none.  

  
61    MATTERS REFERRED BY POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND SCRUTINY BODIES 

 
Cabinet considered the feedback on the budget proposals from the Corporate PDS 
Panel. 
 
RESOLVED: To note the summary of the Corporate PDS Panel meeting held on 23 
January 2023. 
 
  

  



 
4

62    SINGLE MEMBER CABINET DECISIONS TAKEN SINCE PREVIOUS CABINET 
MEETING 
 
The Cabinet agreed to note the report.  

  
63    REVENUE & CAPITAL BUDGET MONITORING, CASH LIMITS AND VIREMENTS 

– APRIL TO DECEMBER 2022 
 
Cllr Richard Samuel introduced the report, moved the officer recommendations and 
made the following statement: 
 
“I gave a commitment at the start of this administration that the council would spend 
within its means each year. What that meant was delivering planned savings and 
efficiencies each year, properly budgeting for major projects, and most importantly 
bringing the council’s budget in on target each year. In normal times that would have 
been a challenging aspiration but when a global pandemic from 2020 to 2021, a 
European war in Ukraine, and the ineptness of the Government in creating runaway 
inflation are factored in it has become even tougher. From 2019 to 2022 this 
administration has kept to spending plans and not allowed expenditure to exceed 
income and thereby ensured that scarce council reserves were not used to balance 
the books. When I reported on Quarter 2 it looked as if we might miss our target this 
financial year. High energy costs and profiteering by the energy companies together 
with interest rate rises alongside other inflation meant that suddenly the council was 
faced with huge additional costs in year. However, this was compounded by 
substantial rises in Children’s safeguarding presentations and provider costs to the 
extent that this threatened to blow the council’s entire budget off course.  
 
However, I am pleased to note that the situation at the end of Quarter 3 has 
dramatically improved so that an overspend of £1.5m is now projected and I am 
confident this will further reduce by the year although I do not expect the budget to 
be in credit at year end.  
 
At this point I must place my thanks to the Chief Executive and the Management 
team for their efforts in tackling the Quarter 2 position and reversing the serious 
position that was recorded then. Their efforts have led to the improved forecast and 
demonstrate the benefit of reporting financial performance in public. 
 
I will not repeat the detail of the individual movements in the report they are there for 
the cabinet to see. I will however highlight the need for the council to closely examine 
and review the demands on children’s social services which are in danger of 
outstripping this authority’s ability to pay. This is a national problem affecting all 
upper tier councils and I am sorry to say that our so-called government has only 
partially taken notice of the pleas from the sector to address the huge funding 
shortfall which was noted by the LGA to fail to address the estimated 1.5bn shortfall 
nationally simply to keep pace with inflation.  
 
In B&NES have asked the management team to begin work urgently to examine how 
we can better control costs and begin to return to the provision of early years 
services as a key preventative measure. This will take up much of the next 
administration’s time and energy but is crucial as the overruns in children’s services 
are now an existential threat to the council’s financial stability.” 
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Cllr Warren seconded the motion and thanked officers for their hard work in 
producing this report. 
 
RESOLVED: (unanimously): 
 
7.1 To note the 2022/23 revenue budget position as at the end of December 2022. 

7.2 To note the revenue virements listed in Appendix 3(i) of the report. 

7.3 To note the capital year-end forecast detailed in paragraph 3.25 of the report. 

7.4 To note the changes in the capital programme including capital schemes that 
have been agreed for full approval under delegation listed in Appendix 4(i) of 
the report. 

 
  
64    BUDGET AND COUNCIL TAX 2023/24 AND FINANCIAL OUTLOOK 

 
Cllr Richard Samuel introduced the report and made the following statement: 
 
“I want to start by paying tribute to the council staff who have worked with me to pull 
this budget together in the most challenging circumstances. From the Chief 
Executive to Andy Rothery – the chief Financial Officer and his staff, in particular 
Gary Adams, Giles Oliver and Paul Webb but also to the finance staff in departments 
who have pulled together the numbers as we progressed.  
 
When we began work last summer none of could have known what was in store. At 
that point inflation was looking like it would rise, but interest rates were still low 
although the storm clouds were gathering over the rapidly escalating cost of energy. 
What we could never have anticipated was that a new prime minister and her trainee 
chancellor were about to trash the economy by advancing unfunded tax cuts thereby 
leading to higher taxes, higher interest rates and a collapse in market confidence in 
government bonds. Just as with Black Wednesday in 1993 the Conservative Party 
threw away its already tenuous claim to be the party of fiscal responsibility.  
 
These unexpected and unnecessary costs have hit the council hard as they have 
every household and business in the country adding millions to our running costs. 
 
Fortunately, due to the tight fiscal control we have maintained over the past four 
years we have found ourselves in a sufficiently resilient position to be able to protect 
our front line services that are some important to residents, and continue to invest in 
high priorities for residents such as our clean and green campaign, and our highway 
and transport programmes as well as continuing the momentum to build council 
housing for the first time in a generation. A wide range of initiative across Bath and 
North East Somerset will benefit those areas and continue the drive towards net 
zero.  
 
In total savings of £14m have been made to balance the books and maintain our 
drive to improve our area. 
 
At this point it is worth commenting on the support the council receives from the 
government. As recently as 2013 we were receiving around £30m on support grant 
and this enabled the council to provide a range of valued services to residents. That 
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has been chipped away by the government to the point that this year we received 
£800k. It is not unreasonable to say that the Conservative government has removed 
nearly £300m from B&NES residents in the past 10 years and made the council 
make up the difference by raising council tax and making local taxpayers pay more 
to the cost of social care through the social care levy. 
 
We have decided that to avoid any more cuts council tax does unfortunately have to 
rise but only buy 2.99% not 4.99% as stated by the local media today. In addition, 
there will be a social care levy of 2% which will go directly towards the funding of 
services for elderly and vulnerable adults in our community. 
Finally, additional funds have been set aside to cushion the impact on poorer 
households by changes to the council tax support scheme and the welfare 
assistance programme.  
 
Our budget confirms that the council is a financially sound organisation that is well 
run and places resources where they are need in the communities we serve. It is a 
sound budget prepared in the most testing of times and it will provide a solid 
foundation for the next council administration for the next four years.” 
 
Cllr Samuel then moved the recommendations set out in the report together with 
those in the supplementary paper. 
 
Cllr Sarah Warren seconded the motion and made the following statement: 
 
“I want to thank Cllr Samuel, Chief Finance Officer Andy Rothery, and the rest of the 
team for the incredible job they have done finding a way to balance a budget for next 
year that continues to reflect the administration’s priorities, despite the enormous 
pressures of rampant inflation combined with reduced support from the Conservative 
government, at a time of ever-increasing demands due to widening income 
inequalities. 
  
I read recently that although the UK is one of the richest nations in Europe, those in 
the UK on the lowest 10% of incomes are now poorer than the equivalent lowest 
income decile in most countries across the rest of Europe. That is a shocking 
indictment of our government and its misplaced priorities, and it is this appalling 
increase in poverty that increases demands on our council’s budget across Adults’ 
and Children’s Social Care. Alongside that, central government has imposed an 
increase in regressive council tax, but I am pleased to note that in Bath and North 
East Somerset we aim to mitigate the effects through changes to our Local Council 
Tax Support scheme. 
 
I want to note how pleased I am that we have found an additional £280,000 (or a 
36% increase) for supported bus services, to ease the transition to the West of 
England Combined Authority’s new Demand Responsive Transport services that will 
run across North East Somerset from April. This brings B&NES’ budget for supported 
bus services next year to about £1m.  
 
I would like to reiterate my plea to the WECA Mayor to end residents’ suspense and 
anxiety by announcing that he will indeed spend some of his £50 million Bus Service 
Improvement Plan fund for new bus services on all five of the routes his officers 
advised him to procure in North East Somerset, because the uncertainty and anxiety 
he is currently causing residents is unfair. They are being forced to take important life 
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decisions without knowing what public transport provision they will have access to in 
a couple of months’ time and that is not acceptable. 
 
I would also like to note briefly how pleased I am that the budget for our liveable 
neighbourhoods schemes has been maintained. These schemes will bring forward 
improvements to neighbourhoods which aim to make residential spaces nicer for all 
residents to walk, wheel and spend time in. 
 
Cllr Manda Rigby made the following statement: 
 
“I’d like to add my thanks to Richard and his officers, this has been a very hard 
budget, and it is to their credit that we have in front of us a budget which is balanced, 
whilst protecting front line services. 
 
Particularly in my portfolio I am delighted that we are investing in our highways 
infrastructure to benefit car drivers, cyclists, pedestrians, all users. The network is an 
evolving organism, needing both maintenance funding and additional engineering 
works to make it fit for purpose.  
 
We have a one off, extra, million-pound investment to look at the long list of transport 
improvement fund requests. A lot of funding for transport programmes comes 
externally and with many conditions attached. There are some schemes which would 
never score highly under these circumstances, but which a local community needs, 
and we now have some money to progress these, and I am delighted.” 
 
Cllr Dine Romero made the following statement: 
 
“Often those outside councils assume that the extra spend in children services is the 
result of a gold-plated service. Our service is not gold plated, although it was 
recognised last February by Ofsted as good. This judgement was a just reward for 
the efforts of everyone in the Children and Young People (CYP) service particularly 
over the past extraordinary years. 
 
CYP budgets across the country are under huge pressure due to increased numbers 
coming into care including increased numbers of unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children, our own numbers have gone up by 30% over the last 5 years, plus the 
consequences of covid including increases in numbers needing mental health 
support, as well as an underlying trend of more children requiring complex needs to 
be met. Across the country there is a social care workforce crisis which we in B&NES 
are not immune from and so we are more dependent on agency staff than we would 
like to be.  
 
I know we would like to see more of the non-statutory services for CYP such as 
youth provision, alternative options in education, a greater focus on early help, and I 
am hopefully that future appropriate investment will finally turn the tide on ever 
increasing revenue spending, for example if we have funding through the 
Department for Education for a new Advanced Placement school on one site, at 
Culverhay, this will help reduce spend on Home to School Transport. Again, at 
Culverhay, if we can resolve the capital funding dilemma for Bath College we should 
be able to provide vocational opportunities on site for 14-19 year olds, this is also an 
indicator of the way of working in the future, through partnerships. And I would like to 
give credit to the various partners we work with, from individual artists to the police, 
St John’s, & Curo, & YCSW and Bath BID, and SCP, and Bath Mind, all of whom are 
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putting addressing inequalities at the heart of the work they are doing. So much 
inequality stems from unequal chances at an early age, so that joint focus will make 
a difference in time.  
 
As was observed by Cllr Samuel it has not been easy to reconcile the budget for 
CYP and I would like to express my thanks to all those in this service, especially 
Mandy Bishop, Mary Kearney-Knowles and Chris Wilford, as well as Cllr Samuel and 
Andy Rothery, for their efforts and commitment to meeting the challenge.” 
 
Cllr Tim Ball made the following statement: 
 
“In this budget we have to be prudent ensuring that we also protect frontline services 
that our residents need. 
 
We are still suffering from the effects of the covid pandemic. But despite this we have 
rebuilt many services cut by the previous administration who put a huge financial bill 
on the council paying redundancy costs we never needed to have. 
 
In the last few years, we have delivered much, and a lot of this administration’s 
manifesto promises have come through the planning system, enabling delivery of our 
green credentials through the local plan partial update. 
 
We have protected the planning budget in older for us to be able to deliver a full new 
local plan by 2025 bringing forward even more environmental improvements that our 
residents are demanding. 
 
No one is pretending that this will be easy, but it’s something we must deal with at 
the council, and we need to ensure the finances are in place to make it happen. 
 
I shall be supporting the budget this evening.” 
 
Cllr Alison Born made the following statement: 
 
“Social care services rely on a skilled workforce being available to provide quality 
services so the current skills shortages and the cost-of-living crisis are presenting 
many challenges to the delivery of social care.  
 
Our social care grant has increased this year and all of that new funding has been 
allocated to children’s services where the pressures are even greater than in adult 
social care. There are also some welcome increases in other small grants, but they 
are no match for the cost pressures within the system and the reductions in funding 
over the past decade or so. 
 
We therefore have no choice but to apply the permitted local precept for adult social 
care as that helps to provide the funding we need to maintain services, to invest in 
our staff and to meet the increasingly complex needs of many of our clients.  
We will continue to seek to improve access to services, to support vulnerable people 
and to realise further efficiencies through our transformation agenda. 
This budget enables us to meet these objectives in 203/24 but we expect demand for 
services and the pressures on the system to continue and are likely to need 
additional funding in future years.” 
 
Cllr Tom Davies made the following statement: 
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“I echo your comments, quite rightly, in the huge thanks and praise I would pass to 
our colleague, Cllr Samuel, The Chief Executive, the Director of Finance and their 
teams for the herculean effort they have undertaken over the last few months in 
preparing this budget. 
 
At times the challenge of the pressures faced on the Council’s resources - be it 
through service demands, inflationary pressures, or woefully inadequate central 
government support - appeared to be insurmountable. To you all I say a huge thank 
you for navigating the Council safely through this period and to the stage we are at 
tonight. 
 
And at this point I will focus on my portfolio - that of Housing and in particular Council 
House building. For despite all the pressures noted in the report - this budget 
reaffirms our commitments to our key promises - in the case of my portfolio - to build 
the first Council houses in a generation and to expand still further the support we 
provide to some of the most vulnerable in our society.” 
 
RESOLVED (unanimously): 
 

(1) To recommend Council to approve: 
 

a) The General Fund net revenue budget for 2023/24 of £131.03m and the 
individual service cash limits for 2023/24 as outlined in Annex 1 of the 
report. 

b) The savings and income plans outlined in Annex 2(i), funding 
requirements 2(ii), in conjunction with the Equalities Impact Assessment 
Report in Annex 3 of the report. 

c) An increase in Council Tax of 2.99% in 2023/24 (an increase of £47.10 per 
Band D property or 91p per week). 

  
d) An increase of 2% to Council Tax for the Adult Social Care Precept in 

recognition of the current demands and financial pressures on this 
service. This is equivalent to an increase of £31.50 on a Band D property 
(61p per week). 

e) The movement in reserves outlined in section 5.6 and the adequacy of 
Un-earmarked Reserves at £12.58m within a risk assessed range 
requirement of £11.6m - £12.8m. 

f) To note the Children’s Services management plan set out in section 
5.2.7 of the report. 

g) The Efficiency Strategy attached at Annex 4 of the report.  

h) The Capital Programme for 2023/24 of £87.89m including new and 
emerging capital bids outlined in Annex 5(i), planned sources of funding 
in 5.8.2, and notes the programme for 2024/25 to 2027/28 and that any 
wholly funded projects coming forward during the year will be added to 
the Capital Programme in line with the Budget Management Scheme.  
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i) The delegation of implementation, subject to consultation where 
appropriate, of the capital programmes set out in Annex 5(i) to Annex 5(iv) 
of the report to the relevant Director in consultation with the appropriate 
Portfolio Holder. 

j) The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) allocations and amendments 
outlined in Annex 5(v) of the report.  

k) The Capital & Investment Strategy attached at Annex 6 of the report. 

l)  The MRP Policy attached at Annex 7 of the report. 

m) The Capital Prudential Indicators outlined in 5.8.6. 

n) The Annual Pay Policy Statement at Annex 8 of the report. 

o) The Community Contribution Fund pilot 12-month extension outlined 
section 5.5. 

p) The Council Tax Support Scheme for 2023/24 shown in the following 
link:  https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-
01/Proposed%20Council%20Tax%20reduction%20scheme%20April%20
1%202023%20-%20March%2031%202024.pdf and referred to in 5.3.5 

q) To approve the Fees and Charges schedule for 2023/24 at Annex 11 of 
the report and to support its publication following approval of the budget. 

r) To agree that the additional Services grant and Levy Surplus grant 
funding of £236,500 is allocated to fund the introduction of a new Ward 
Councillor Empowerment Fund Scheme with £177,000 of one-off funding 
to be used by 2025/26 and to increase the corporate inflation 
contingency by £59,500. 

(2) To agree that the Council includes in its Council Tax setting, the precepts 
set and approved by other bodies including the local precepts of Town 
Councils, Parish Councils and Charter Trustees of the City of Bath and 
those of the Fire and Police Authorities. 

(3) To note the S151 Officer’s report on the robustness of the proposed 
budget and the adequacy of the Council’s reserves outlined in paragraph 5.7 
of the report. 

(4) To note the budget consultation responses set out in Annex 10 of the 
report. 

(5) To authorise the Council’s S151 Officer, in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Resources, to make any necessary changes to the draft budget 
proposal for submission to Council. 

 
  
65    TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY STATEMENT 2023/24 

 
Cllr Richard Samuel introduced the report and moved the officer recommendations.  
He informed members that the report refreshed the Treasury Strategy ahead of 
presentation to full Council for approval.  It revises some indicators and introduces 

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-01/Proposed%20Council%20Tax%20reduction%20scheme%20April%201%202023%20-%20March%2031%202024.pdf
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-01/Proposed%20Council%20Tax%20reduction%20scheme%20April%201%202023%20-%20March%2031%202024.pdf
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-01/Proposed%20Council%20Tax%20reduction%20scheme%20April%201%202023%20-%20March%2031%202024.pdf
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some new requirements that follow revisions to the CIPFA Code of Guidance.  It also 
brings the Council’s investment approach up to date in the light of market 
movements over the past 12 months. 
 
Cllr Tom Davies seconded the motion. 
 
RESOLVED: (unanimously): 
 
7.5 To recommend the actions proposed within the Treasury Management 

Strategy Statement (Appendix 1 of the report) to February Council. 

7.6 To note the Treasury Management Indicators detailed in Appendix 1 of the 
report. 

7.7 To recommend Council to approve the adoption of the Treasury Management 
Clauses (Appendix 3 of the report). 

7.8 To note the Treasury Management Indicators detailed in Appendix 1 of the 
report and to delegate authority for updating the indicators prior to approval at 
Full Council on 21st February 2023 to the Chief Finance Officer and Cabinet 
Member for Resources, in light of any changes to the recommended budget as 
set out in the Budget Report. 

7.9 To note that any comments made by the Corporate Audit Committee at their 
meeting on 7th February 2023 will be reported to Full Council on the 21st 
February 2023.   

 
  
66    TREASURY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE REPORT TO 31ST DECEMBER 

2022 
 
Cllr Samuel introduced the report and moved the officer recommendations.  The 
report updated Cabinet on the in-year performance to the end of Quarter 3. 
 
Cllr Tom Davies seconded the motion. 
 
RESOLVED: (unanimously): 
 

(1) To note the Treasury Management Report to 31st December 2022, prepared 
in accordance with the CIPFA Treasury Code of Practice. 
 

(2) To note the Treasury Management Indicators to 31st December 2022. 
  
  
  
The meeting ended at 7.50 pm  
  
Chair  
  
Date Confirmed and Signed  
  
Prepared by Democratic Services 
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BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET COUNCIL 
 

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

Grant of a Dispensation 
 

 
Name of Members 
 

 
All Councillors 
 

 
Meeting and item of business for 
which the dispensation has been 
sought 

 
Cabinet– 09 February 2023 (Cabinet 
Agenda (numbered) item 12 Cabinet 
Budget and Council Tax 2023/24 and 
Financial Outlook).   
 

 
Reason for dispensation 

 
The Monitoring Officer issued a general 
dispensation, for all Councillors paying 
Council Tax, Business Rates or in 
receipt of any Council Service and 
therefore had an interest in the item, to 
enable them to take part in the debate 
and vote. 
 

 
Having received a request at the meeting from the councillors requesting this 
dispensation, it was granted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed  ……Shaine Lewis……………………………………………. 
 
S Lewis  
Deputy Monitoring Officer – Bath & North East Somerset Council 
 
 
Dated   09 February 2023 
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CABINET MEETING – 9 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
 

STATEMENTS FROM PUBLIC 
AND COUNCILLORS 

 
  

1. Guy Hodgson – Petition calling for the provision of a safe crossing for St Mary’s Primary School, the RUH and the 103 
Childcare Centre at the Weston Hub (Penn Hill Road, Weston) 

2. Jackie Head – Public Transport Services in the Chew Valley 
3. Ian Downey – Proposed cut to Bus Services in the Chew Valley 
4. Cllr Shaun Stephenson-McGall – Bus Services through Timsbury 
5. Anna Box – More funding for rural roads in village centres to improve safety 
6. Bob Goodman – Continued demise of the City 
7. Cllr Paul May – Council Budget 2023/24 
8. Cllr Eleanor Jackson – Provision of RE in B&NES and SACRE budget 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - COUNCILLORS 
  
 

M 01  Question from: Cllr Eleanor Jackson 

Given that the 1950s-1960s housing stock in Westfield (and elsewhere), which Bath & North East Somerset Council passed over to housing 
associations in 1999, are now as damp and full of black mould as anything featured in local TV news and social media, and there are other 
issues with poorly insulated houses, what are the administration going to do to induce providers to repair these houses? 

Answer from: Cllr Tom Davies 

The Council would encourage anyone with damp & mould issues to contact their landlord in the first instance.  However, should a tenant 
consider the landlord’s response to be inadequate then they should contact the Council who can investigate, and depending upon 
circumstances, require the landlord to take remedial action.   In addition and following the recent and tragic case of the death of Awaab 
Ishak, the Council has facilitated a meeting with the key Registered Providers operating in the area and Public Health to discuss current best 
practice and advise on the Council’s enforcement policy.  Further meetings are planned. 

Supplementary Question Cllr Eleanor Jackson 

I would thank the cabinet member for his answer, but I think the residents who contacted me with photographs of appalling mould would say 
that this is too slow a process. They have already complained to their housing association and reported the matter to an officer in the Hollies, 
who is alleged to have told them to ‘go private’, which they are not in a position to do.  

a) Does he not agree that putting themselves on the Homesearch Register creates wider problems? 
b) Considering the fate of Walnut Buildings, Tyning, Radstock, which was originally built by Norton Radstock Urban District Council in 

1960, was condemned by our Housing Department as unfit for children in 2015 and finally demolished in 2019, would he not consider 
that repair and renovation should be executed swiftly where possible to save much needed properties?  

P
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Answer from: Cllr Tom Davies 

  
(a) Housing Options provide advice and information concerning a range of housing issues and problems.  Advice given will consider an 

individual’s circumstances and is likely to consider a range of housing options, including both Social Housing and private renting. 
(b) Walnut Buildings was demolished because if was considered to be beyond economic repair.  Instead of repair and renovation, the 

decision was taken to demolish and replace with higher quality homes.  This included improved energy efficiency standards and 
generally better living environment for residents.  The Council is, of course, supportive of regular planned maintenance programmes 
but also recognises that in some instances the design and fabric of some buildings will ultimately require their replacement. 

M 02  Question from: Cllr Eleanor Jackson 

I welcome the appointment of more planning enforcement officers as they are much needed, but why did the new SPD on Enforcement go 
through on a single member decision without any cabinet debate, nor any chance for the public in NE Somerset to point out that the selected 
priorities are all Bath concerns, and not NE Somerset where agricultural buildings without planning applications, changes of use to holiday 
lets, and destruction of the environment probably rate more highly than modifications to Listed buildings? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

The Local Enforcement Policy is a document intended to inform the public and interested parties on how the Planning Enforcement Team 
will carry out its planning enforcement functions, and what those involved in the process can expect.  It is not a conventional planning policy 
document and does not form part of the statutory Development Plan, nor does it substantively influence how cases will be decided – this is 
determined by the Town and Country Planning Act and relevant secondary legislation and local and national planning policies.  The Local 
Enforcement Plan is effectively a technical guide to expand upon national policy and guidance from the NPPF and Planning Practice 
Guidance, intended to assist in understand the process as carried out by the council.  As such its scope for influencing decision making is 
quite limited, and for this reason it is deemed appropriate for it to be approved as a single member decision. 
  
In response to the suggestion that the breach types in the High Priority category are Bath-centric concerns, this is not considered to be the 
case.  The High Priority category contains three broad types of planning breach: unauthorised works to listed buildings, unauthorised works 
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to protected trees, and other breaches causing either a risk to public safety or substantial harm to amenity.  None of these are limited to, or 
even predominantly occurring within, Bath; for example, the map excerpt below shows the distribution of listed buildings within the district: 
  

 
  
Although there is a significant concentration within Bath, this is inevitable because of its relative size; nonetheless it can be seen that there 
are a great many elsewhere, and they are quite evenly spread through the district.  Likewise, conservation areas are spread through the 
district, with many outside of Bath, and many protected trees are located within these.  Breaches causing either a risk to public safety or 
substantial harm to amenity can equally occur anywhere and are not concentrated in Bath. 
  
The reason that these breach types are of the highest priority is on account of the fact that, in the case of listed buildings and protected 
trees, the breach cannot generally be reversed, and so they need the most urgent attention.  Those causing harm to public safety or amenity 
are likely to be those which are of the greatest wider public importance, and so they too are prioritised. 

Supplementary Question Cllr Eleanor Jackson 

I find the answer interesting, because that is not how an SPD is read at Westfield Parish Council, nor even on the Planning Committee since 
yesterday some very pertinent and penetrating questions about enforcement were asked by Cllrs Hounsell and MacFee with regard to the 
applications under consideration. However, given the priority given to trees, would the cabinet member help an octogenarian non-IT 
connected resident of mine whose property and front pavement are at risk from six trees’ on the slide’ which our officers attempted to get 
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pruned a year ago? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

Yes. 

M 03  Question from: Cllr Eleanor Jackson 

Are the cabinet aware that at least 40 Norton Hill pupils use the 82 to get home to Paulton from Norton Hill School, where the surrounding 
roads in Westfield are already clogged up with parents’ cars, and octogenarian residents of the Waterside estate in Westfield will need adult 
social care if they cannot get out with the 82?  In short, has the human cost been properly assessed? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the West of England Combined Authority who, as local Transport Authority, are responsible for bus services 
within the West of England. 

M 04  Question from: Cllr Vic Pritchard 

Adjacent to Stowey Cross Roads there are two lay-bys. One on the approach to Stowey village and the other on the A368. The bins in both 
lay-bys have been removed. Although these bins were in a poor state of repair, they remained serviceable and proved a useful receptacle 
allowing local people to maintain both lay-bys. 
 
I wrote to you in your capacity as Cabinet Member requesting if you could influence their reinstatement. This was not acknowledged. I have 
also made that same request at senior Officer level on three occasions and again to no avail. 
 
What needs to be done to fulfil this simple request? 
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Answer from: Cllr David Wood 

1. The litterbin in the very narrow layby on the A368 was identified as being unserviceable in September 2021.   When replacing any litter 
bin, a review is undertaken to ensure that they are still in appropriate locations, fit for purpose, and in addition the safety of our crews is 
always re assessed. 
Concerns were raised about this bin being sited in such a narrow layby on a busy A road. To empty and maintain this bin, staff are forced 
to exit their vehicles in a live traffic lane on a fast stretch of road. Due to the potential hazards to staff safety, the decision was made not 
to replace the bin in this location. 
 

2. With regard to the second litter bin, formerly located in the layby area as you enter The Street, Stowey. This bin appears to have been 
removed sometime between 2011 and 2019.  Since its removal, our cleansing teams have found little evidence of litter build up at this 
location.  
However, following requests from multiple people, we would like to propose that a solution to reinstall a litter bin at this location would 
both provide a suitable receptacle in the immediate vicinity, and in addition provide this at a safe point of collection for the crews. 

 
(This response was sent within five working days of the meeting). 

M 05  Question from: Cllr Vic Pritchard 

How will the cost of bringing Adult Social Care Services in house be funded and what is the envisaged cost? 

Answer from: Cllr Alison Born 

The cost of bringing back into the Council previously outsourced services and recommissioning any other services required has been 
identified as a provision against appropriate Reserves. Costs of this nature are incurred at end of any such contract and are planned for. The 
Strategic Business Case is now being updated to an Outline Business Case for Adult Social Care redesign which includes the transfer of 
services. Project budget requirements are currently being defined following the formal notification to HCRG Care Group to commence the 
contract demobilisation process in January 2023.Once the mobilisation costs have been defined, they will require approval of the Chief 
Financial Officer and the Director Adult Social Services in consultation with myself. The transfer programme will have no impact on the 
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Council’s revenue budget proposals for 2023/24. 

M 06  Question from: Cllr Vic Pritchard 

Is it correct that BANES had recorded the worst COVID deaths nationally and if so, was there an underlying reason? 

Answer from: Cllr Alison Born 

It’s regrettable that Covid has been responsible for so many deaths and I would like to extend my sympathies to the families and friends of 
those who lost their lives, but it is not true that B&NES recorded the worst Covid deaths nationally. 
  
In fact, B&NES has had a lower than average rate of deaths involving Covid-19 since the start of the pandemic with latest data showing 231 
deaths per 100,000 population compared with the England average of 320. 
  
Attention has been focused on the second wave of Covid-19 (September 2020 to February 2021) when nearly all deaths involving Covid-19 
in B&NES occurred in either a care home or hospital, with only a small number occurring at home. During that time, B&NES still had a lower 
rate of cases and deaths involving Covid-19 than the England average. The rate of deaths in local care homes during this period was higher 
than the England average and the rate of deaths at the Royal United hospital was lower than the England average. We have commissioned 
independent research to provide an analysis of the factors behind this. 

M 07  Question from: Cllr Liz Hardman 

Where is the money coming from to fund the supported bus services in North East Somerset until July 21st? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The additional funding for the supported bus services, which will continue until the end of May, was included as part of the budget proposals 
as a revenue growth item as outlined in Annex 2(ii) of the budget report. 
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M 08  Question from: Cllr Liz Hardman 

What happens to these supported bus services after July 21st? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Funding has been provided by B&NES to continue the following services until the end of May 2023:  672, 82,179, 172 and 768, to support 
communities in the transition to Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) services.  After this date, the services will cease.  B&NES is currently 
lobbying the lobbying the combined authority to commit additional resources needed to support communities during the transition to Demand 
Responsive Transport.  The Metro Mayor also has approximately £50million of government funding available to provide new transport 
services through the Bus Service Improvement Plan.  Therefore, we are asking for investment in five new spinal routes, which will 
complement the introduction of DRT.  These routes would ensure bus provision for Chew Valley, Keynsham, Midsomer Norton, Radstock 
and Timsbury. 

M 09  Question from: Cllr Liz Hardman 

Who are the users on each (1) saved and (2) the cut bus services which are now being supported until July 21st by the following: 
 
A)Age Group - e.g. under 18, 18-25,25-50, 50-65, 65-74, 75 and over B) Disability and type of impairment C) Demographic class D) Gender 
E) Maternity F)Race G) Faith and H) Sexuality 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

I refer you to the Equality Impact Assessment undertaken by the West of England Combined Authority for further information on this point.   

M 10  Question from: Cllr Jess David 
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With regard to the new photo ID requirements for voting at local elections: what work is B&NES doing to raise awareness of this new 
requirement with the groups most affected by the introduction of photo voter ID (young people, older people and people with disabilities)? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

We are amplifying the Electoral Commission’s Voter ID campaign. We have been asked to reach key groups who are likely to need support 
with the new Voter ID requirement including: 
 

1. Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities 
2. Older people 
3. People experiencing homelessness 
4. People who are registered to vote anonymously 
5. Trans and non-binary people  
6. Disabled people 

  
We are working with local groups and organisations with links in these areas to ensure the message reaches their audiences. This involves 
providing newsletter text, posters and flyers.  
 
We are also putting out press releases, social media posts and information in e-Connect. There is also a flyer going out with the council tax 
bills. 
 
In most cases we are sharing resources provided by the Electoral Commission. If relevant, we are tailoring them. 
 
Although young people are not one of the groups highlighted by the Electoral Commission, we are sharing the campaign through our comms 
links with the universities, Bath College and other groups. 

M 11  Question from: Cllr Jess David 

Will B&NES send any communication(s) to all households alerting them to this new ID requirement? How else will the Council raise 
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awareness of the new requirement? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

On 20 March every elector who is registered to vote in person at the polling station will receive an envelope with their poll card and a leaflet 
explaining the new Voter ID requirements, including the list of accepted photo ID and instructions on how to apply for a Voter Authority 
Certificate.  
 
A leaflet on Voter ID will also be included with this year’s council tax bills. 

M 12  Question from: Cllr Jess David 

How many applications has the Council so far received for the new Voter Authority Certificate (for people who don't have an approved Photo 
ID)? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

37 

M 13  Question from: Cllr Mark Elliott 

To the best of the Council’s knowledge: how many cases of voter fraud have there been in B&NES in recent Council, PCC and 
Parliamentary elections and how many prosecutions for voter fraud? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 
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  No cases of voter fraud have been reported to B&NES in recent council, Police and Crime Commissioner and parliamentary elections. 

M 14  Question from: Cllr Mark Elliott 

What percentage of the B&NES population is understood or estimated to have no ‘accepted’ form of photo ID and how many people will this 
affect? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

Current research undertaken by the Department of Levelling Up Housing and Communities suggests that around 2% of electors may not 
have an accepted form of photo ID. In B&NES this is approximately 2,700 electors. 

M 15  Question from: Cllr Mark Elliott 

Please could you give an estimate of the additional costs to B&NES Council of implementing the new Voter ID requirements and confirm 
whether the government is reimbursing Council for these costs?  

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

It is anticipated that the implementation of the new Voter ID requirements will cost approximately £50,000. The Department of Levelling Up 
Housing and Communities will fund any costs associated with Voter ID. 

M 16  Question from: Cllr Ruth Malloy 

What progress is being made in recruiting and training polling staff for May’s elections in B&NES? 
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Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

Election staff recruitment will commence in mid-February. The Returning Officer has a database of over 500 casual workers we can call 
upon. Training will be delivered in April. 

M 17  Question from: Cllr Ruth Malloy 

Are there any additional plans in place to work with Avon and Somerset Police to ensure polling day runs smoothly from a safety point of 
view?  

Answer from:  

In the run-up to every election the Returning Officer has regular meetings with an Avon and Somerset Police SPOC (Single Point of 
Contact). The first meeting to discuss plans for the May elections is due to take place on 13 February. 

M 18  Question from: Cllr Ruth Malloy 

I understand that special dispensation is available for people who need to not have their address on the electoral roll for personal safety 
reasons. Is this correct and, if so, is B&NES planning any targeted promotion of this, for example via support organisations? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

Individuals who are concerned about their name and address appearing on the electoral register because they think that it could affect their 
safety, or the safety of someone in the same household, may apply to register anonymously. Our public engagement campaign in 
connection with anonymous electors focuses on victims of domestic abuse. 

P
age 26



M 19  Question from: Cllr Chris Dando 

The supported buses longlist submitted to the Combined Authority on 18 January included passenger numbers for those saved services but 
not for those which were not being saved. What are the equivalent – directly comparable - passenger numbers for the buses that got cut, by 
service route (bus number) and listing the wards they serve? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the West of England Combined Authority who, as Local Transport Authority, are responsible for bus services 
within the West of England. 

M 20  Question from: Cllr Robin Moss 

Which of the following were consulted about the supported bus service changes which were submitted to the West of England Combined 
Authority on 18 January; how, when, and where relevant, which elements of the organisation or sector?   
(a) Curo (b) Bath BID (c) the local hospitality industry (d) local environmental experts (e ) Bath Spa (f) Bath University (f) Bath College (g) 
residents’ associations (h) ward councillors (i) cabinet members (j) SPD Panels (h) NHS providers (i) Social Services providers (j) Age 
Concern (k) schools.  

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the West of England Combined Authority who, as Local Transport Authority, are responsible for bus services 
within the West of England. 

M 21  Question from: Cllr Grant Johnson 

What research has been done and what are its results on (a) car miles saved or generated in Bath and (b) car miles saved or generated 
across BANES as a result of cutting the bus services that did not make their City of Bath saved-buses list for each year of 2023, 2024, 2025, 

P
age 27



2026, 2027, 2028, 2029 and the net-zero crucial 2030? This should not of course include projections for services which may or may not be a 
part of the transport offer in the future. If this has not been done, when will those results be available? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the West of England Combined Authority who, as Local Transport Authority, are responsible for bus services 
within the West of England. 

M 22  Question from: Cllr Grant Johnson 

How many school children use the supported services which did not make BANES’ City of Bath saved list? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the West of England Combined Authority who, as Local Transport Authority, are responsible for bus services 
within the West of England. 

M 23  Question from: Cllr Joanna Wright 

As you are well aware all gifts and entertainment received by a councillor must be declared to the Monitoring Officer for the Declaration of 
Interests.  
Does the Council have a list of how many rugby tickets councillors have declared? 

Answer from: Cllr Kevin Guy 

The Council does not hold such a list.  However, as indicated by the question, the Council’s Code of Conduct requires a councillor in receipt 
of gifts or hospitality to declare that to the Monitoring Officer and the Councillors register of interests is then updated.  The registers of 
interest are a public record and the questioner can search the register entries for all councillors in order to compile such a list. 

P
age 28

https://democracy.bathnes.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?VW=TABLE&PIC=1&FN=


M 24  Question from: Cllr Joanna Wright 

Councillors at B&NES are able to park for free whilst on Council business. In 2019 when councillors were elected, Officers at B&NES wanted 
councillors to use the new electronic system Mi-permit, for parking when on council business.  I am of the understanding that some 
councillors wanted to keep the previous paper permit system so that they can park anywhere in B&NES when on Council business.  
How many councillors at B&NES have paper parking permits? 

Answer from: Cllr Kevin Guy 

Currently there are 39 Councillors within B&NES holding paper parking permits. 

M 25  Question from: Cllr Joanna Wright 

How much money was spent refurbishing the Keynsham public toilets in Ashton Way car park to bring them back into use and how much 
has it cost to maintain them since they re-opened? 

Answer from: Cllr Dave Wood 

A capital investment of £12,500 was made to upgrade and fully modernise the former disability compliant public toilet in Ashton Way car 
park. The on-going revenue costs to maintain the facility are shared on a 50/50 basis with Keynsham Town Council. To date, costs have 
totalled £2,750 for the current financial year period.  

M 26  Question from: Cllr Robin Moss 

Are you aware of approaches being made to refugee women in B&NES, attempting to recruit them into the sex trade? What steps are being 
taken to prevent this despicable situation? 

Answer from: Cllr Dine Romero 
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As well as facing economic and other hardship, refugees and asylum seekers can be vulnerable to exploitation.  To help safeguard 
vulnerable people and tackle this abhorrent practice we are active members of the Avon and Somerset anti-slavery partnership, as well as 
participating in local initiatives tackling all forms of slavery and exploitation including sexual exploitation. The Police are aware of reports and 
are encouraging people to come forward with information. 
  
Within the Homes for Ukraine scheme, sponsors and guests are well supported through a dedicated team who ensure their welfare. I have 
been made aware by this team of one person in B&NES who has been approached although as yet no formal complaint has been received. 
  
We encourage refugees and others to report any safety concerns either through the Homes for Ukraine team, to the council, other partners, 
the modern slavery helpline or local police. We also signpost to the ‘Ukrainians welcome’ web pages which provide useful information on the 
safety and life of displaced Ukrainians in the UK. 
 
We will continue to work closely with our partners on this. 

M 27  Question from: Cllr Michael Evans 

9.2.2 of Annex 5(1) of the budget report, page 147 of the reports pack, refers to the possibility of improving the Somer Valley to Bath and 
Somer Valley to Bristol roads for public transport by introducing bus lanes and bus gates. 
Can the Cabinet please give residents the assurance that the A37, A362 and A367 will not be made less accessible than they already are for 
private and commercial vehicles, and that there will be no attempt to introduce any bus gates, reminiscent of the disastrous Dorchester 
Street bus gate ill-advisedly introduced and subsequently abandoned by a previous Liberal-Democrat administration. 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The Somer Valley Links to Bristol and Bath project is first and foremostly designed to provide greater travel choice to residents and workers 
in the Somer Valley, improving their ability to travel sustainably between Bath, Bristol and settlements in between.  The project is identified in 
the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) and comprises the following key corridors – the A37, A362, and A36.   
 
They are important corridors for sustaining our economy and are important for our residents to live, move and travel freely by their preferred 
mode.   
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We do not anticipate the measures proposed will take the form of bus gates.  
 
Residents will be able to comment on the scheme proposals when consultation on the emerging designs is expected to launch in summer 
2023.  

 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - PUBLIC 
 

P 01 Question from: Matt Cooper 

Many young people in B&NES use the leisure centre in Bath for important sporting events and recreation.  Keeping young people fit and 
healthy is a key requirement for local government. Access to the Leisure Centre in Bath is very challenging for anyone cycling to it as there 
are few dropped curbs and if using the river path, no direct access is available, other than a steep grass bank. What actions is the council 
taking to improve access by bicycle to the leisure centre? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Improving cycle access from the riverside path to the leisure centre is somewhat challenging, given the need to maintain the flood defence. 
However, we are currently actively investigating the installation of a wheeling ramp for cycles as part of the steps.  Also, in February a 
dropped kerb will be installed at the entrance to the pedestrian walkway to the upper level of the sports centre from North Parade.  

P 02 Question from: Matt Cooper 

There are reports of a recent spike in bike theft from residents’ premises and in the street. 
See https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jan/07/britain-cycling-bikes-stolen-police-cycle-theft-crime 
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What data has the council gathered on bike theft from the Avon and Somerset Constabulary? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Please refer this question to the Avon and Somerset Constabulary. 

P 03 Question from: Matt Cooper 

Since 2019 how much has B&NES council spent in the ward of Bathwick with regard to infrastructure projects, e.g. Cleveland Bridge, 
Sydney Gardens, cycle hanger storage, Cleveland pools? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

Whilst we do not record capital project spend at individual ward level, the amount of spend on the specific projects requested is as follows:- 
 
 
  Sydney 

Gardens 
Cleveland 

Bridge 
Cleveland 

Pools  
Cycle 

Hangar 
Storage 

  £k £k £k £k 
Actuals 2019/20 295 311 170 0 
Actuals 2020/21 628 257 3 0 
Actuals 2021/22 2,338 2,985 486 0 
Forecast 2022/23 349 3,567 715 30 
total 3,610 7,120 1,374 30 

 
 
These have received grant funding from Heritage Lottery, Department of Transport, West of England Combined Authority and Public Sector 
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Decarbonisation Grant. 
 
The cycle hanger project envisages 4 city locations, of which only Sydney Buildings is in the Bathwick Ward. 
 
Half of the Cleveland Bridge spend is in the Bathwick Ward and half in Walcot Ward. 

P 04 Question from: Edmund Cannon 

As you are no doubt aware all residents are in the midst of a cost-of-living crisis. Many residents are unable to pay their council tax and often 
get into arrears on this bill.  I am aware that the Council sends in bailiffs to collect this debt. How much debt must a resident be in with regard 
to Council tax before a bailiff is asked to collect this debt? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

Using an agent enforcement is a last resort and only used where a payment plan or other recovery method (e.g. attachment to benefit or 
wages) has failed. 
 
It’s very much on a case by case basis, but never for less than the costs granted by the court of £80.00. This is not a regular occurrence and 
generally debts are much higher. 
 
Some vulnerable cases will never be sent to enforcement agents, regardless of how much they owe, due to the circumstances involved. 

P 05 Question from: Edmund Cannon 

How much time and what communication is attempted with regard to arrears on council tax payments before a missed payment leads to 
legal action and does this include calling the resident or just threatening letters? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 
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We send up to two reminders and a final notice before any court action, although this can vary depending on the circumstances of the case. 
Whilst the law states these notices must be made within seven days, we allow around a month for people to contact us or pay before taking 
further action. 

Due to the cost of living crisis, we took no court action between August and January. However, we have to strike a balance when taking 
these decisions between people’s circumstances, our legal duty to collect Council Tax and the income required to pay for vital council 
services. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have the resource to be able to individually contact every resident falling into arrears each month as there are a few 
thousand most months. 

We do have an SMS service (supplied free by Government) but have stopped using this as the system is rather poor and SMS as a contact 
form is dying out. We are looking at different ways to engage with residents but will take time and must balance effectiveness against cost. 

P 06 Question from: Edmund Cannon 

How does the council work to avoid court action and adding more debt to struggling residents with regard to Council tax? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

When a reminder is sent and a resident contacts us, we aim to help where we can, so as to avoid court action. However, we’re constrained 
by the law on the process as we need to be mindful of all Council Tax payers. 

We can recalculate their instalments, either with or without part-payment, up to the end of the tax year, or in exceptional circumstances, hold 
action for a longer period to facilitate payment. However, we need to balance arrangements beyond the tax year with the resident’s ability to 
pay their ongoing liability as we want to avoid them having ongoing debt problems.  
Where necessary, residents are signposted to financial assistance, both through the Council and externally: https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/if-
you-are-having-problems-paying-your-council-tax 
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P 07 Question from: Grace Wiltshire 

Please can you explain in full why domestic nuts were used on bike racks outside the Guildhall? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The bicycle stands on the pavement outside of All Bar One were replaced early January, a new fixing method was trialled in an attempt to 
make future removals a lot simpler, these 8mm diameter mild steel fixing were not successful so we reverted back to original methods. The 
nuts being used to secure these stands are tamper proof requiring a specialist security socket to enable removal, they are not “domestic 
fixings”. It is proposed to install an additional 12 of the Sheffield style stands, 6 on either side of the High Street outside of the Guildhall, in 
the near future. An alternative improved fixing product has been sourced.  

P 08 Question from: Grace Wiltshire 

Please can you explain in full why cycle stands in front of the Guildhall have been removed?  

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

Occasionally cycle stands and other street furniture needs to be removed for safety reasons during events, as was the case for the cycle 
parking in front of the Guildhall. 

P 09 Question from: Grace Wiltshire 

Safe cycle storage for bicycles is a reason why many people do not cycle into the city as there are few options for cyclists to feel confident 
that their bike will be in place on their return from a day at work or a day away using the train.  
 
In your experience as Cabinet Member for Sustainable Transport, what options do you suggest for cyclists posed with this dilemma? 
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Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The Council fund Take a Stand https://www.lifecycleuk.org.uk/takeastand 
provides up to 2 free cycle stands to small businesses, community groups and other small organisations / local businesses. This is one 
possible option to provide cycle parking for employees at employers’ premises.  
 
We are currently investigating options for increasing the amount of cycle stands within Bath.   Additionally, B&NES is currently running a pilot 
project to provide lockable, covered cycle parking known as bike hangars.  The pilot project has installed 4 cycle hangars providing 24 cycle 
parking spaces in Bath. The spaces are available for people to rent for £42 per year. The hangars have seen strong demand with 90% of the 
spaces rented within 1 month and a waiting list at some sites. The pilot project targets residential areas that don’t have access to private 
cycle parking, such as a shed or garage. Future phases could target destinations such as shopping areas, transport interchanges or 
employment centres. 

P 10 Question from: Dominic Tristram 

The Council recently held a consultation for budget proposals for 2023/2024.  How many responses did the Council receive? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

The Council received 48 responses to its online consultation on the 2023/24 budget proposals. 

P 11 Question from: Dominic Tristram 

The Council recently held a consultation for budget proposals for 2023/2024. Will residents who looked at or requested details of the 
consultation but did not submit a response be marked as taking part in the consultation? If so, will their response be marked as positive or 
negative? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 
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Only submitted responses have been recorded as taking part. 

P 12 Question from: Dominic Tristram 

The Clean Air Zone in Bath generates income from the fines/fees to the zone.  To date, what is the income from these fines and entrance 
fees, and how is the Council intending to spend this money? 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

The aim of the CAZ charging scheme is to reduce dangerous levels of nitrogen dioxide in the shortest time possible through encouraging 
and embedding behaviour change. Any income is secondary to this aim, as the ongoing payment of zone entry charges and penalty charge 
notices is indicative that the necessary behaviour change is still required.  The scheme has been set up using grant funding from central 
government so there in is no additional burden on the Council and local taxpayers. 
  
Any surplus from the scheme must be spent in accordance with Annex 5 of the Bath Clean Air Zone Charging Order 2021 
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/policy-and-documents-library/clean-air-zone-charging-order which stipulates that ‘any proceeds would be applied 
in such proportions as may be decided by the Council, to directly or indirectly facilitate the achievement of the transport policies set out in the 
Joint Local Transport Plan, Getting Around Bath – A Transport Strategy for Bath and Balancing Your Needs – A Parking Strategy for Bath & 
North East Somerset and as may be amended or supplemented from time to time.’ 
  
Since launch in March 2021 and up until 31 January 2023, the CAZ scheme has received £4,633k from zone entry charges and £6,412k 
from penalty charges and debt recovery.    
  
After accounting for operational costs and any future decommissioning costs, the remaining surplus of £3.7M* (as of 31 Jan 2023) has been 
allocated in the following way: 
  

  £2.5M of match funding towards the City Regional Sustainable Transport Fund (CRSTS); more information can be found on CRSTS 
in the November 2022 Cabinet paper 
https://democracy.bathnes.gov.uk/documents/s74888/CRSTS%20Programme%20Funding%20and%20Next%20Steps.pdf   

  £1M towards the Highways Transport Improvement Programme for 2023-24 
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  £30k towards the provision of bike hangars 
  £195k remains unallocated  

  
*this figure is based upon budgeted expenditure and income levels and is subject to volatility 

P 13 Question from: Barbara Gordon 

In Questions to Cabinet in November 2022 on slavery you gave the following response: 
 
“The appalling history of Bath’s relationship with the transatlantic slave trade has been revealed and highlighted more and more in recent years, thanks to 
the work of our local communities, researchers and many others. The council has organised a webinar on this topic with panellists discussing the role the 
area played in the slave trade and its historic legacies, including in architecture and institutions. 
 
Recently, the Bath Record Office has taken part on a project, funded by The National Archives Testbed Fund, which addresses Bath’s links with 
colonialism and the transatlantic slave trade and produced valuable research tools. Information about this project can be found at 
https://bathandcolonialism.org/.” 
 
As you are no doubt aware many businesses and organizations in Bristol have recently changed their names because of the historic links to slavery of 
Edward Colston.  William Beckford lived in Bath and his links to the transatlantic slave trade are well known.  So therefore, I am sure you will agree that 
the opening of a new business in Bath which is calling itself the “Beckford Canteen” is at odds with the work being undertaken in Bath to deal with the 
appalling history of Bath’s relationship with the slave trade.  
 
Will you please write to this business on this matter and raise your concern? 

Answer from: Cllr Dine Romero 

Given that William Beckford’s links to the transatlantic slave trade are well known, as the questioner highlights, it is incumbent on 
organisations using the Beckford name to – at the very least – provide explanation and context.  We understand that the Beckford Canteen 
is part of the Beckford group of companies whose website explains the historic nature of its pub name and states that they “obviously do not 
celebrate the abhorrent activities of The Beckfords over 250 years ago”.  
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People will have different views on this explanation, given that the Beckford Canteen is a new establishment. However, the council has no 
power to change its name. 

P 14 Question from: Barbara Gordon 

Please can you give full details of the latest pollution figures on the London Road with regard to the Clean Air Zone? 

Answer from: Cllr Manda Rigby 

Please find below the 2021 annual average results for the nitrogen dioxide monitoring on London Road, when compared with pre-pandemic 
results in 2019.  The annual average results for 2022 are currently being finalised and are not available yet. 
  

Monitoring location  

Reference 
No. 

Within CAZ 
boundary? 

2019 result 
(µg/m3) (at 
monitor) 

2021 result 
(µg/m3) (at 
monitor) 

change 
(µg/m3) 

Lambridge DT055 No 36 28 -8 
Walcot Terrace DT052 No 36 25 -11 
co-located with AURN analyser DT226 No 32 27 -5 
Anglo Terrace façade DT222 Yes 49 38 -11 
Canton Place DT223 Yes 37 26 -11 
Walcot Parade DT198 Yes 50 38 -12 
Walcot Parade 2 DT224 Yes 55 43 -12 
Cleveland Terrace DT225 Yes 38 32 -6 
Between Thomas Street/Snow 
Hill DT172 Yes 42 31 -11 

Anglo Terrace DT90 Yes 50 33 -17 
Continuous Monitors           
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AURN – Bath A4 Roadside CM8 No 29* 27 -2 
Chelsea House CM4 No 22 18 -4 

 
Further information on the nitrogen dioxide concentrations at the Bath A4 Roadside can be downloaded from 
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/data_selector_service?q=5066782#mid, (the results for the end of the year are provisional subject to results 
from a recent audit and service of the analysers and will be updated around March 2023).   
  
The results for Chelsea House can be viewed at https://www.ukairquality.net/, they are also subject to end of year auditing.   
  
Provisional results from diffusion tube monitoring for quarters 1 and 2 of 2022 are also available in the appendices to the CAZ monitoring 
report at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/policy-and-documents-library/baths-clean-air-zone-monitoring-reports. 

P 15 Question from: Barbara Gordon 

Please can you give a full breakdown of how the £45K for the River Line Project has been spent. 

Answer from: Cllr Richard Samuel 

The Bath River Line is a green infrastructure project to improve the River Avon corridor through Bath. Running from Newbridge to 
Batheaston it will create a 10km linear park through the heart of the city. The project aims to improve the river, riverside and adjacent parks 
and green spaces for nature and people, and provide a high-quality route for walkers, wheelers and cyclists.    
  
The early concept of the Bath River Line was developed into an Outline Business Case and submitted to the West of England Combined 
Authority (WECA) who provided £150k seed funding to further develop the project into a Full Business Case (FBC). B&NES used S106 and 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions to match the WECA funding.  
  
For a Full Business Case WECA require the project to be fully scoped and designed, with all the necessary consents and permits in place. 
B&NES used the funding to do this, including developing a Masterplan and Vision for the BRL (link), undertaking extensive Community 
Consultation through an external engagement specialist (link), undertaking various ecological, travel and park user surveys, developing the 
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economic appraisal (link), and producing the landscape drawings to RIBA Stage 3 for construction (link). During the development phase, 
smaller interventions and pilot projects were also delivered using this funding, including improved planting at Weston Lock, public art, 
contributions to the volunteer boat workforce and community events. Following a successful approval of the FBC by WECA, the project was 
awarded £1.048m for phase I delivery.   

P 16 Question from: Chris Allsop 

The Council’s Planning department receives applications for retrofitting.  How many applications have there been each year since 2019? 

Answer from: Cllr Tim Ball 

We don’t have a record of this information.  Application descriptions are provided by the applicant and will therefore be articulated in a 
variety of ways.  Any ‘word’ search will not provide accurate data and if we input ‘retrofitting’ only 2 applications actually come up – this 
would not be a true reflection of applications that include retrofitting. We would have to do a manual search of each and every application to 
advise in relation to this query which we would not be able to resource. 

P 17 Question from: Chris Allsop 

In the recent January 2023 annual report to scrutiny - Climate Emergency Annual Report and Ecological Emergency Action Plan - it would 
appear from data in the report that emissions have not gone down, and B&NES is still to make any emissions reductions. 

The Council has declared a climate emergency and that it will make itself net zero by 2030, this means we have only 7 years in which to 
achieve this aim. 

What will the Council actually be doing to achieve this? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 
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The Climate Dashboard (attached) that was presented to PDS Panel in January reported a 44% decrease in area wide carbon emissions 
since 2005, including a decrease from 671ktCO2 in 2019 to 599.6kt CO” in 2020 (the most up to date figures we have from central 
government).  The Dashboard also showed a 68% decrease in the Council’s own emissions from our 2010 baseline, including a decrease 
from 2821 tCO2e in 2020/21 to 2644 tCO2e in 2021/22.   
 
The attached Annex 2 contains a summary of the Council’s Action Plan and Route Map to 2030 and Annex 1 our progress report highlighting 
actions over the last year. 

P 18 Question from: Chris Allsop 

From data supplied in WECA documents, it would appear that B&NES has cut bus funding by 11% in real terms. 25% of people in B&NES 
don’t have access to a car and the council has decided to cut funding on supported bus services in real terms by 11% and has declared a 
climate emergency in which emissions have still to be reduced. 

How is the Cabinet Member working with WECA colleagues to ensure that supported bus services remain? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

 At the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) committee meeting of 18 January, at which the decision was taken to let WECA's 
supported bus service contracts, B&NES Council announced an increase in its contribution to WECA for supported bus services of 
£280,000, or 36%, for the financial year 2023/24, despite the extreme pressure on council budgets.  However, as prices of bus services have 
risen by around 200%, this unfortunately has limited our purchasing power. 
 
The West of England Combined Authority’s Metro Mayor will introduce Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) across the region from April, 
with six DRT Zones serving areas in North East Somerset (outside of Bath).  This will provide our more rural communities with a new on-
demand service, operating Monday to Saturday (7am – 7pm), helping to connect residents with the region’s main transport network. DRT is 
new, but it is working well elsewhere. 

Additionally, a number of new spinal corridors serviced by high frequency bus services, funded through the Bus Service Improvement Plan 
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(BSIP), such as the 522 from Brislington Park & Ride to Paulton and onwards to Odd Down Park & Ride, will provide improved connectivity 
for these areas. 

The Metro Mayor has chosen not to introduce DRT in Bath.  Therefore, without additional investment from the council to fund our supported 
bus services, it would have meant significant areas of the city would not have been covered by any public transport necessitating B&NES to 
prioritise routes within the city for funding. 

The council acknowledges that while Demand Responsive Transport has the potential to be a significant improvement for connecting our 
more rural communities with a reliable bus service (offering pick-ups within one hour of booking), it is an untested model within the region.  It 
will not be successful without significant investment to ease the transition between the withdrawal of supported bus services and the 
implementation of DRT.   

Where DRT will be introduced from April, B&NES has committed to increase its funding contribution to the West of England Combined 
Authority’s supported bus services budget by 36% and will extend five bus services for two months until June 2023.  The areas are: 

  82           Paulton – Midsomer Norton – Radstock 

  172        Bath – Paulton 

  179        Midsomer Norton – Bath 

  672        Blagdon – Bristol 

  768        Midsomer Norton – Bath 

We are also lobbying the combined authority to commit additional resources needed to support communities during the transition to Demand 
Responsive Transport.  The Metro Mayor also has approximately £50million of government funding available to provide new transport 
services through the Bus Service Improvement Plan.  Therefore, we are asking for investment in five new spinal routes, which will 
complement the introduction of DRT.  These routes would ensure bus provision for Chew Valley, Keynsham, Midsomer Norton, Radstock 
and Timsbury. 

P 19 Question from: Kathy Beadle 
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Most, if not all, other local authorities conducting e-scooter trials have provided on-street parking for e-scooters. To date the Voi e-scooters 
have no allocated spaces for on-street for parking in Bath.  The Council does provide a great number of parking spaces for motorized 
vehicles to park. Please can the Cabinet Member for Transport explain why she has decided not to create any on-street parking for Voi e-
scooters in the Bath trial? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The Council is committed to including on street parking for e-scooters as part of the ongoing e-scooter trial. The Council is currently 
considering proposals for around 30 formalised parking locations, many of which would involve parking racks on street. The Council is also 
working to secure similar or increased formalised parking provision under the Integrated Micromobility Service Contract which WECA is 
undertaking on behalf of the 3 Councils.  

P 20 Question from: Kathy Beadle 

Presently the Council has, under the direction of the Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency and Sustainable Transport, decided to use 
orcas on the new cycle infrastructure on the Upper Bristol Road, which are causing a trip hazard. The use of wands would solve this issue.  
Please can the Cabinet Member explain why wands have not been used and if they could be introduced to stop any further accidents taking 
place? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The original design for the scheme in Upper Bristol Road included wands at more frequent intervals rather than the use of orcas. However, 
Avon Fire & Rescue Service raised concerns about this. One of them was that it would prevent motorised traffic from being able to move out 
of the way to enable a fire engine to pass if responding to an emergency call. Their other main concern was the difficulty this could cause 
them if they needed to attend a fire or other emergency at a building along the road. They advised us that if their vehicles could not pull up to 
the kerbside it would be difficult for firefighters to access lockers on the side of their vehicle because they may have to stand in the opposing 
lane of traffic to do so. 
  
A further reason why there are not smaller gaps between the wands is because there are three and four storey buildings fronting the road 
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and owners of some of these properties use window cleaning services which have hose attachments to their vans to reach the higher storey 
windows. A cleaning hose trailing across the cycle lane would pose a risk to cyclists and e-scooter riders which is why there is an exemption 
within the Traffic Regulation Order for such vehicles to temporary block the cycle lane whilst undertaking this relatively quick work. Although 
we accept this is not ideal, there are certain allowances which have to be made when dealing with multiple demands on roadside space and 
to enable people to go about living and working in the city centre.   
  
In order to provide some level of separation between the cycle lane and motor vehicles, the orcas have been used. We are not aware of any 
tripping accidents on the orcas in Upper Bristol Road. There is a signalised crossing, a zebra crossing and a new pedestrian refuge island 
along the section of Upper Bristol Road where the active travel scheme has been built and these are located at the main points where 
people want to cross. A scheme to signalise the junction with Midland Road as part of the infrastructure improvements for the Bath Western 
Riverside development will also provide a further signalised pedestrian crossing, meaning the road is well served for crossing points. 

P 21 Question from: Kathy Beadle 

On the Southlands ETROs the signage presently has a very small green sign stating “road open to….” and a much larger red sign stating 
“road closed”.   
Why are these signs not the same size? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The red sign is regulatory, and the size is prescribed by law. The green sign is for information and only needs to be read by persons 
travelling at relatively low speed. Therefore, a smaller sign was considered to be sufficient for that purpose without being overly 
obtrusive. However, if a larger sign is preferred by residents that can be provided. 

P 22 Question from: Emma Hooper 

Please can you explain how Electric Vehicle charging has been considered with regard to Residents Parking Zones? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 
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Electric vehicle (EV) charging in a Residents Parking Zone (RPZ) is very much under consideration by B&NES, and provision planned within 
future deployment. 

  
Both generally and for areas with a RPZ, off-street charging is commercially available for installation at residencies with private parking 
areas. B&NES are providing public off-street charging in our car parks, in collaboration with our West of England local authority partners via 
the Revive public charging network. Many of these car parks are near, or within, existing RPZ’s. 

  
Provision of on-street public charging is planned via concessions with commercial charge point operators, such is the scale of roll-out 
required. A West of England wide concession is to be negotiated by West of England Combined Authority (WECA) as part of the 2023 bid for 
the national Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) fund, which will include provision for B&NES.  

  
The ability to charge an EV at home provides convenient access to the cheapest charging tariffs. To enable this option for all residents, 
including homes with on-street parking only, we intend to trial footway charging cable channels, which enable safe on-street home charging. 
The aims of the cable channel trial are to identify a suitable product that, once approved, residents can apply to have installed in a similar 
fashion to dropped kerbs. Residents are asked to be mindful of not causing an obstruction to pavements. 

 
EV charging with a RPZ introduces special circumstances, which any decision on future infrastructure must consider and balance.  On-street 
public chargers within a RPZ can operate with or without designated parking.  Chargers without designated parking will be limited to zone 
permit holders only, which will affect their commercial business case.  However, this also largely guarantees utilisation by residents only and 
minimises conflict with charging “tourists” from other areas.  Those public chargers with dedicated parking spaces, designated for charging 
EVs only, will necessarily reduce parking capacity of the RPZ, increasing competition for zone parking spaces.  On-street home charging in a 
RPZ via a footway cable channel does not require designated parking and is expected to be effective and popular.  

P 23 Question from: Emma Hooper 

Please can you give the date you were notified of red flags and concerns on Charlton House and what date you first visited Charlton House? 

Answer from: Cllr Alison Born 

I was advised by the Director of Adult Social Care, Suzanne Westhead, on 28th June 2022 that Charlton House had been inspected (on the 
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19th and 24th May 2022) by CQC and had been rated as “Requires Improvement”. The service transferred back in October 2021 in the midst 
of the pandemic which affected our ability to make the improvements that were needed, and Suzanne had discussed her concerns about 
this. 
 
Following the inspection, an improvement plan was put in place to address the issues raised. The Director continued to update me on 
Charlton House in our regular meetings. I was informed on 29th September 2022 that the deputy manager at Charlton House had referred a 
number of concerns to the safeguarding team as well as informing CQC. 
 
On 10th November 2022 I was updated on the CQC inspection findings, the improvement plan and the intention to commence a Large-Scale 
Enquiry.  
 
I first visited Charlton House in my role as cabinet member on November 21st 2021, and I visited again on March 2nd 2022. On 11th January 
2023 I visited to meet the Service Manager and the new Registered Manager, and to speak to other staff and to residents. 
 
I will continue to work closely with the Director and to meet staff, residents and relatives as we work to improve the care we provide at 
Charlton House. 

P 24 Question from: Emma Hooper 

The Council has a legal duty to enforce social housing providers to act on housing that is not adequate. The Environmental Protection team 
at B&NES are responsible for checking on the standards in rented housing. How many requests from residents has the Environmental 
protection team received since 2019 and how many actions has the team deemed unfit for human habitation? 

Answer from: Cllr Tom Davies 

The Housing Standards and Improvement team is responsible for checking standards in rented housing in B&NES. We do not 
differentiate between social and privately rented properties when we record our complaints, so I have provided the figures for both. 
 
Financial 
year 

Complaints for all 
rented properties 
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2019/20 208 
2020/21 179 
2021/22 192 
2022/23 
(year so far) 

208 

The team does not make a judgement in regards to being unfit for human habitation. This would be a judgement for the courts to decide 
under the Homes (Fitness for Human Habitation) Act 2018 when tenants take their landlord to court. This is not a judgement for local 
authorities to make.  

P 25 Question from: Saskia Heijltjes 

Please can you explain why a Circulation Plan for Bath won't be ready before the May 2023 elections? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren 

The introduction of a Circulation Plan for Bath was identified and agreed as part of the Journey to Net Zero transport plan that was adopted 
in May 2022.  We aim to engage with the public on this in the summer, enabling time for detailed technical work to be undertaken.   

P 26 Question from: Saskia Heijltjes 

North Road is a well-used route by many cyclists to both the University of Bath and Ralph Allen School. North Road is presently littered with 
potholes that are dangerous to those of every age cycling this route. The Council has clearly stated its ambition to encourage many more to 
take up active travel, see “Journey to Net Zero”.  
 
Can you give full information about when North Road will be resurfaced, so that no accidents take place? 

Answer from: Cllr Manda Rigby 
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Unfortunately, this section is not on our programme for next year but is on our radar as a medium concern (when assessed against the data 
collected by high definition surveys on all highway within the area) and we are continuing to monitor frequently.  It is understood within the 
assessment that this is a localised area that will need reconstruction and this will take some time to complete, during which time there will 
need to be a full closure of the road.  Given its proximity to the school this would only really be feasible in the school summer holidays. We 
currently have a programme next year that has a full quota of time sensitive projects agreed that are all of much higher engineering need 
and are all directly adjacent to schools. 
  
We have continued to review the prioritisation processes to allow us to deliver sites that are “more contained” outside of the school holidays. 
This approach allows us to continue to deliver the level of investment we aim for whilst minimising impact on the highway network.  
Obviously, that is not to say that those schemes being delivered outside the school holidays are any less in need than the others because 
they are all still high priority locations, we are just fortunate that they are in locations where they can be contained effectively so all of the 
disruption is acceptable - or at least more tolerable. 
  
The point about cyclists is noted, this is something that comes up frequently during requests for maintenance.  Active travel corridors or 
specific travel need is reflected in our prioritisation processes and we continue to consider the wider policy aims within the approach we take 
to maintenance within the available budget. 

P 27 Question from: Saskia Heijltjes 

North Road is a well-used route by many cyclists to both the University of Bath and Ralph Allen School. North Road is presently littered with 
potholes that are dangerous to those of every age cycling this route. The Council has clearly stated its ambition to encourage many more to 
take up active travel, see “Journey to Net Zero”. 
When dealing with limited budgets are the needs of young people accessing education given priority? 

Answer from: Cllr Sarah Warren and Cllr Manda Rigby 

Highway condition survey information is gathered for the highway network across the whole of B&NES, which is used to inform the 
resurfacing programme. All road users are considered when developing the programme and there is no prioritisation of road user types.  In 
any event, all urban roads are used by young people accessing education.  
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North Road is inspected every 3 months.  The inspector will inspect the highway and schedule for repairs any safety related defects.  
Inspections also take place if we are made aware of issues raised through customer contacts and we encourage use of 
https://www.fixmystreet.com/ to alert us of any specific concerns. 
 
(This response was sent within five working days of the meeting). 

 
Annexes 
 
Question P17: 

  Annex 1 – Climate Progress Report 

  Annex 2 – Climate Action Plan and Route Map to 2030 and Carbon Dashboard SlideP
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This report outlines the key achievements in 2022-23 

Action to reduce carbon emissions, restore nature and creation of
new and improved green infrastructure provides a host of
opportunities and benefits. Achieving the district-wide zero carbon
target, nature recovery and green infrastructure ambitions by
2030 will also create improved health, social equality and
economic and community resilience.

Co-benefits

In 2019, the Council was invited by Ashden to join a
working group to develop the Ashden Toolkit for Councils.
Alongside a directory of action, four co-benefits associated
with action to cut carbon emissions were identified: 

Health, Economy, Equity, and Resilience

Climate & Ecological Emergency Progress Report 2022 - A focus on achievements

Energy: Renewables and Sustainable Buildings

A closer look at some of the key work accomplished over the past year, from improving the energy efficiency of our own buildings
to supporting community focussed discussions about local renewable energy generation. Each case study below demonstrates
our commitment to enabling Bath and North East Somerset to reach net zero by 2030.

Version 8

The West of England Combined Authority ran a pilot scheme in
partnership with an independent group-buying organisation
called iChoosr. By clubbing together, everyone who has
registered for the Solar Together West of England scheme had
the opportunity to be offered cheaper deals to install solar
panels and set up a battery storage system at home. In the
Bath and North East Somerset area more than 300
homeowners have invested in solar panels and 20 battery
storage systems (all installations on track for completion by
December 2022). 
 
Economy and Resilience 

Solar Together

Pictured: A contractor installing a solar panel on a roof. 
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The Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) have piloted a project
facilitating conversations with local people about the types
and scales of renewable energy which are acceptable to them.
The project has been run where there is high potential for
renewable energy generation based on evidence from the
council’s research; Hinton Blewett and Temple Cloud, Stowey-
Sutton and East and West Harptree, and Peasedown and
Wellow. Through workshops and an online survey, CSE have
explored generating renewable energy in these areas with
residents through hypothetical discussion. The workshops
were well attended and response rates for the surveys have
reflected this, demonstrating that local people are invested in
the future of the places they live and work. 

Economy and Resilience 

Pictured: Left, community members talking to a member of the CSE team. 

Community Energy Conversations

Version 8

Solar PV panels have been installed on the roof of Charlton
House and an Air Source Heat Pump is being installed to heat
the building and provide hot water. The care home has also
switched to using energy efficient long-life LED lights. The
energy saving measures are expected to cut carbon emissions
from Charlton House by 57.51 tonnes and save £14,287 in
energy costs each year. 

Two further care homes are set to benefit from similar energy
saving measures this year.  

Economy and Resilience  

Pictured: Alison Born member for Adult Services, Kevin Guy leader of the
council and a member of council staff, picture stood next to a air source
heat pump.  

Decarbonising care homes  
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Keynsham’s new Two Rivers C of E Primary School has been
built to high sustainable standards thanks to additional
funding from Bath & North East Somerset Council. To ensure
the buildings are of the highest environmental standards to
achieve Passivhaus accreditation, the council contributed an
additional £835k of S106 funding from developers to the
project. 
The building produces its own energy from photovoltaic
panels on the roof generating 102,269 kWh annually. The
building also benefits from excellent insulation, triple glazing,
two electric air source heat pumps and a mechanical
ventilation system incorporating heat recovery. 

Economy and Resilience 

Two Rivers C of E Primary School construction

The first phase of construction has begun for the new
Keynsham Recycling Hub Reuse and Recycling Centre (RRC)
and is due to be opened in late autumn. When complete the
hub will have on-site renewable energy generation via a
3800m 2,783-kilowatt peak solar panel array, providing much
of the power needed for operations. Office and welfare
buildings have also been designed to be energy efficient using
fabric-first construction methods alongside a host of other
sustainability measures such as rainwater harvesting,
sustainable drainage and wildlife corridors. 

Economy and Resilience 

Construction begins on Keynsham Recycling Hub  

Pictured: An illustration of what the Keynsham Recycling Hub will look like
when complete. 

Pictured: An illustration of what the finished school will look like with a full
solar array on the roof. 

Version 8
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An innovative emissions-reduction scheme means that spa
water from the Roman Baths is being used to decrease the
council’s carbon footprint. Installation of high-grade stainless
steel energy blades in the King's Spring have allowed for a new
100 kilowatt heat system (the equivalent of heating 20 or 30
average domestic homes) to provide carbon neutral heat to
the Baths Complex and next door Clore Learning Centre.

It is the second council heat pump project in Bath taking
advantage of the thermal spring water, the other being Bath
Abbey next door, and will achieve a financial saving over its
more than 20-year lifespan due to reduced heating expenses. 

Watch a video explaining the new Roman Bath's heating
system.

Economy and Resilience 

The affordable warmth grant using money from several
funding pots including; Council affordable warmth scheme,
Government Green Homes Grant - Local Authority Delivery
scheme (LAD) and Government Sustainable Warmth scheme –
Home upgrade Grant (HUG), has enabled community
members with most need to access home energy efficiency
improvements. 

Feedback has been positive so far, for example one
beneficiary said, “My home has been seriously upgraded and
I'm very happy with the results." - Air Source Heat Pump and
loft insulation. Midsomer Norton

Equity and Resilience 

Roman Baths Affordable Warmth  

Pictured: A contractor installs loft insulation. Pictured: The Kings Bath drained of water to install heat exchange pipes.

Version 8
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Extensive public engagement has taken place on the
introduction of ‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’. Encouraging
residents to re-think how street space can be used to prioritise
people, reduce our reliance on cars, and encourage more
active travel. Working collaboratively with the council,
residents have put forward a range of measures to be
considered, including safer crossings, wider pavements,
improved seating and public space, and a range of traffic-
calming measures. 

Health, Equity and Resilience 

The West of England’s e-scooter trial has extended to cover
the University of Bath’s Claverton Down campus. The third
phase of the e-scooter trial in Bath, which was introduced in
2020, now extends to over eight square miles to enable more
people to easily commute or take short journeys around the
city, including up Widcombe Hill to reach the University of
Bath. The e-scooters have replaced approximately 90,000 car
journeys since being introduced across the UK. 

Health and Economy 

Liveable Neighbourhoods E-scooter rollout  

Pictured: Councillor Sarah Warren, deputy leader and cabinet member for
climate and sustainable travel and Ian Blenkharn, director of education
and student services at the University of Bath riding e-scooters.

Pictured: The Liveable Neighbourhoods illustrated logo, depicting people
running, using a wheelchair and cycling.

Transport: New Schemes and Tech

A closer look at some of the key work accomplished over the past year, from consulting on new community focused schemes to
investing in new technology to repair roads. Each case study below demonstrates our commitment to enabling Bath and North
East Somerset to reach net zero by 2030.
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A new carbon-saving alternative to traditional methods of
repairing roads is being used. The new thermal road repair
system helps to significantly reduce emissions as it improves
and maintains roads while producing zero waste. The process
reuses existing road surface material and there is no
excavation of material that then needs disposing, making the
process zero waste. By eliminating the need for power tools
road repairs can be made faster, noise levels are reduced, and
carbon emissions are significantly lower.

The system and the fully self-contained vehicle it travels in are
also fitted with solar panels further reducing its carbon
impact. 

Economy and Resilience 

30 new electric charging points have been made available
following the expansion of the Revive vehicle charging network
to help reduce transport emissions. The charging points are
being installed at eight locations across the district including
16 rapid (50kW) and 14 fast (22kW) public charging bays. 

The new charge points bring the total number of charging
bays provided by the council across Bath & North East
Somerset to 50. 

Economy and Resilience 

Low Emission Thermal Road Tech Expansion of electric vehicle charging points 

Pictured: Left, Cllr Sarah Warren, deputy leader and cabinet member for
climate and sustainable travel and right, Cllr Kevin Guy, leader of the
council stand in front of an electric car plugged into a charging point.

Pictured: Photo of new thermal road repair system a yellow truck with the
bath and north east somerset logo on the side. 
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The A36 Beckford Road and the A4 Upper Bristol Road
improvement schemes have created new separated cycle
lanes and easier crossing points for pedestrians across
junctions. There will also be better access for cycling and
wheeling by relocating the existing bus stops. The two
schemes have been funded by £500,000 from the
Government’s Active Travel Fund to enable more people to
walk or cycle for local trips.

The schemes include new cycle lanes, which will be separated
from motor traffic by cycle lane separators, improved side
road junctions and relocating existing bus stops and
reconfiguring space to improve access for cyclists. 

Heath and Economy

A new 2.7km all-weather path allowing more people to take in
the beautiful sights of Chew Valley Lake and enjoy the benefits
of being outside opened in spring 2022. The £1.6m walking
and cycling path on the northern section of the lake has made
the Chew Valley Trail accessible for pedestrians and cyclists to
enjoy. The 840m off-road pedestrian and cycle shared use
path trail allows people of all ages to access the section
between Woodford Lodge and Walley Court Road traffic free. 
The project was funded by £1.1m from the West of England
Combined Authority, a £507,000 grant from the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and contributions
from Bath & North East Somerset Council and Bristol Water,
who own the reservoir.

Heath and Economy

Better cycling and pedestrian paths Chew Valley Trail

Pictured: Left to right, Cllr Sarah Warren, Metro Mayor Dan Norris, resident
Bill Blyth, Bristol Water Chief Operating Officer Richard Price and local
residents including two children. 

Pictured: A cycle lane with two cyclists using it, the lane is grey with a white
painted symbol of a bicycle, 
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In September 2022 the council ran its second Climate and
Biodiversity festival which saw over 500 people take part in
50+ events relating to climate and nature over the Great Big
Green Week. Most events were community led and supported
already active climate groups in promoting local projects
including a ‘community day’ event which ran outside Bath
Abbey. Stalls we’re set up in the square next to the Abbey
where visitors to the city of Bath could take part in climate
themed activities and discussions with stall holders. 
Equity and Resilience 

More than 120 bags of litter were collected from the banks of
the River Avon in Bath and North East Somerset by volunteers
and local organisations as part of the Great British Spring
Clean 2022. One hundred and seventy people of all ages came
together to clear the litter using equipment provided by Bath
& North East Somerset Council including 70 litter pickers, 30
children’s pickers, sacks, gloves and high vis jackets. 

Health and Resilience 

Climate and Biodiversity Festival Great Avon Litter Pick 

Pictured: Nine Bath Sea Cadets at the Great Avon River Pick on a floating
barge with their hands raised in the air.

Pictured:  Community day event with Bath Abbey in the background, in the
foreground there are people walking and browsing several gazebos. 

Community: Engagement and partnerships

A closer look at some of the key work accomplished over the past year, from the Climate Festival's second year to the
establishment of new partnerships. Engaging with the community as individuals, community groups, businesses or through
Parish and Town Councils, is essential if the Council wants to be successful in achieving its goal of net zero by 2030.  
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In addition to continuing delivery of nature, heritage, access,
health and education outcomes, the council-led Bathscape
Landscape Partnership Scheme has sown three new areas of
wildflower meadow, run weekly habitat management practical
volunteer days, and a programme of outdoor wildlife, walking
and training events attracting over 2000 local residents.

In addition, the sixth Bathscape Walking Festival took place in
September, with over 1400 people joining one or more of the
60+ walks, supported by more than 30 volunteers giving over
350 hours of their time.

Health, Equity and Resilience

The northern section of the Chew Valley Lake Recreational
Trail opened in May 2022. The project was part funded and led
by B&NES working with Bristol Water and West of England
Rural Network. B&NES have since secured WECA funding to
develop the business case for the southern section and have
recruited a Project Manager to lead on this and develop the
wider Chew Valley Reconnected project. The aim of the project
is to strengthen the Nature Recovery Network through
connecting existing habitats and filling identified ‘gaps’ in the
network, which will drive nature’s recovery and deliver wider
societal benefits. 

Health, Equity and Resilience

Chew Valley Reconnected Bathscape

Pictured: A Bathscape volunteer runs an engagement session with two
children.

Pictured:  Northern section of the Chew Valley Lake Recreational Trail
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The Environment Act will require all developments to deliver a
minimum 10% ‘net gain in biodiversity’ from November 2023,
which means that development must leave nature in a better
state than before. 

We will formally adopt a requirement for developments in
B&NES to deliver biodiversity net gain in early 2023, but this
policy has been influencing planning applications from 1
November 2022. We have done this ahead of national
requirements to ensure we are accelerating action to recover
nature. 

Health, Economy and Resilience

The WaterSpace programme aims to revitalise the waterways
through B&NES. In Bath, the team have secured funding to
deliver the first phase of the Bath River Line, a 10km greenway
through the heart of the city. We have also joined up with
South Gloucestershire Council and Bristol City Council to
extend the project across the region, through the WaterSpace
Connected project. 

In November, a workshop was held with key stakeholders to
identify the priorities for the next 5 years, including delivering
improvements for wildlife, water quality, recreation, and
access. 

Health, Equity and Resilience

WaterSpace Biodiversity Net Gain

Pictured: A birds eye view of Somer Valley.Pictured:  People using paddleboards on the river in Saltford.
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Understanding the experience and expertise each person
can bring to the partnership 
What is already happening in the climate action space in
B&NES 
Identifying opportunities to unlock more action. 

The Future Ambition Board was established in 2021 to lead on
action planning for a fairer, greener, more creative, and
connected Bath City Region. The Climate and Nature sub
group of the partnership is led by a business representative
and includes 15 reps from public, private and community
sectors in B&NES, across a range of subject areas. 

The sub group has met three times, focusing on: 

Health, Economy, Equity, and Resilience 

The Future Ambition Board: Green Group 

Pictured: The top Chapel at Haycombe Cemetery.Pictured:  Wide shot of the city of Bath

Managed by the council, Haycombe Cemetery has made
efforts to support biodiversity and nature on site. Following a
surprise inspection, they received a 95% score for
environmental awareness (22% above industry average). The
score reflects the cemetery’s commitment to sustainability
demonstrated across the site. 

Finally to manage the grounds electric machinery and vehicles
are used while memorial benches are created from recycled
materials and overlook areas managed for nature including
wildflower meadows. 

Resilience

Haycombe Crematorium
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Bath & North East Somerset Council has been awarded £1.6 million from Active Travel England to deliver an innovate new Active
Travel Social Prescribing Hub in the Somer Valley. 

The new hub will promote social prescribing through health professionals and self-referrals into a range of active travel
interventions, such as walking and cycling, as an alternative or in addition to prescribing medication. Social prescribing aims to
support people’s mental health and physical wellbeing in a holistic way. There are also additional benefits to encouraging
behavioural change away from using cars, including reduced carbon emissions, traffic congestion and improved air quality.

The hub is being based within the Somer Valley, as it has lower levels of active travel and higher rates of car ownership and use.
The main hub will be at the Healthy Living Centre in Radstock with regular pop-up hubs in high street locations in Midsomer
Norton, Paulton and Westfield. It will be delivered in conjunction with other council initiatives in the Somer Valley, including green
social prescribing, which together will deliver greater benefits to health, wellbeing and the climate.

Health, Equity, and Resilience 

Somer Valley Social Prescribing

Pictured:  A family of four ride bicycles past a background of green trees. Pictured:  A family of three walk their backs to the viewer in a large park. 
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Dedicated Climate & Ecological Emergency channel in the Council’s newsroom. News on action being taken is
regularly posted here. The Council also has a You Tube playlist for Climate & Ecological content. 
Monthly ‘Bathscape Footprints’ podcasts exploring the natural and historic heritage of the Bathscape area
attracted over 1400 listeners.

Campaigns run on Council and Green BathNES channels: A-Z of Sustainability, Energy Saving Advice, and social
media was a key tool used for engagement and promotion during the Climate & Biodiversity Festival 2022.   

Ecological emergency pages are being added alongside the Climate Emergency content. 
The Energy Efficiency, Retrofitting and Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document has been
published online, including illustrations. The document is also available in PDF format.   
The Bathscape website was updated this year with the addition of primary school outdoor learning resources,
walking trail guides and an upgraded map of the area and its heritage interest.
The WaterSpace team have produced a short promotional film showcasing all the River Avon has to offer, from
the stunning wildlife, exciting recreational opportunities and beautiful landscapes, there is so much to discover
along the river. https://youtu.be/HK5jI1wvrfo 

Council communication channels: 

Social media:  

Website: 

Community Engagement Summary  
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Second Climate & Biodiversity Festival held 24th September to -2nd Oct 2022. 56 events, with 34 organisations
involved
Three parish areas took part in the Renewable Energy Conversations project
Parish and Town Council partnership working  
Support provided to Climate & Nature Working Groups in two Forum areas. Parish Liaison Climate & Nature
Emergency Workshop held in November.  
A bioblitz was held on the weekend of City Nature Challenge UK at Bath City Farm with around 100 people joining
the Bathscape-led activities, while as part of the summer Bristol and Bath Festival of Nature three Bathscape
wildlife walks and an outdoor exhibition of artwork on beetles, pollinators and the value of ‘weeds’ were arranged.

Working with the West of England combined Authority to support action in Bath and North East Somerset with a
focus on transport, home and business energy efficiency. 
A new Climate & Nature Partnership (Business-led), a theme group of the Future Ambition Board, has been set up. 
After a hiatus due to Covid pressure on public services, the Climate Emergency Public Services Working Group
(B&NES Council-led), reformed to improve joint working. 
B&NES actively engage with local and regional partnerships and working groups including West of England
Environment Partnership, Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership, Natural History Consortium and West of England
Green Infrastructure Working Group. 

Engagement events:

Partnership working:

Version 8

Community Engagement Summary  

P
age 64



DRAFT - BANES Council Action Plan & Route Map 2022

This document is an overview of priority actions which the Council is taking to

tackle the climate emergency.

The route map is a high-level visualisation of key actions planned from now 

until 2030. The table that follows contains key actions categorised by strategic 

priority, noting progress and next steps. It is organised by the three priority areas 

for action:

1. Decarbonising Buildings – making energy efficiency improvement of the 

majority of existing buildings (domestic and non-domestic) and zero-carbon 

new builds

2. Decarbonising Transport: a major shift to mass transport, walking and 

cycling to reduce transport emissions

3. A rapid and large-scale increase in Local Renewable Energy Generation

4. Net Zero Council – the Council's own operations and where it has 

influence

The final table lists the Council's strategies and policies that are supporting 

delivery of the strategic priorities.

This document is updated annually.

Draft version 9

Each action tile includes a progress bar:

1= action/strategy still in formation

2= action/strategy in place, but with no current outputs

3= action/strategy well underway with current outputs

4= action/strategy mature, with plans for redevelopment or 

additions

5= Bespoke action/strategy now complete and considered 

finished

1 2 3 4 51
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1.1
Development of strategic approach to  home 
energy efficiency retrofit (private sector)

PROGRESS UPDATE
Strategy and Projects Manager recruited to the 
Climate and Environmental Sustainability team 
to assess the role the council is best placed to 
play, and which stakeholders we need to 
engage with, to enable rapid development of 
the private sector retrofit market in Bath and 
North East Somerset, including maximising the 
benefits to the area from the WECA Retrofit 
Accelerator Hub project.

NEXT STEPS
Junior energy policy and projects officer to be 
recruited by December 2022. Strategic 
approach to retrofit assessed and 
recommendations made on the favoured 
approach and role of the Council by end March 
2023 

Strategic Priority for action:
1. Decarbonising Buildings

1.2
Energy profiling of the housing stock in 
BANES and analyse cost effective 
interventions

PROGRESS UPDATE
Training in use of the Parity Projects Pathway 
Analysis tool has been delivered to selected 
staff and an initial report profiling the housing 
stock in BANES has been produced which 
analyses the measures and costs that would be 
required to meet two Net Zero investment 
scenario targets: achieving net zero with and 
without ‘disruptive’ measures. 

NEXT STEPS
Use tool to analyse and cost potential 
interventions in communities with high 
proportion of people living in energy poverty, 
housing stock with shortest payback periods for 
retrofit interventions. Analysis of most 
impactful retrofit interventions to inform 
supply-side training provided by retrofit hub, 
etc. 

1.3
Roll out grant funding schemes for low 
income households

PROGRESS UPDATE
In partnership with BCC and NSC, BANES are 
rolling out Bright Green Homes; an affordable 
warmth grant for low income, low energy-
efficient households which don’t have gas 
heating, with mechanisms to encourage take-up 
from owner-occupier and private rented 
properties. 

NEXT STEPS
Continue to bid for further Government funding 
for affordable warmth grants as they become 
available. The Council is currently working with 
BCC and NSC again to secure further funding to 
continue the Bright Green Homes Scheme for 2 
years to March 2025. The proposed scheme will 
offer insulation, low carbon heating and solar PV 
to 500 low income households across the 
consortium.

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 51 2 3 4 5
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1.4
Develop communication strategies to drive 
public interest and access to information 
about retrofit work.

PROGRESS UPDATE
- Updated Energy at Home website to provide 
basic retrofitting and low-carbon heating 
information to households. 
- Successful completion of a Climate and 
Biodiversity Festival in 2021 and 2022, 
including a platform for talking about energy 
efficiency advice in the context of a cost of 
living crisis.

NEXT STEPS
Review scope for uploading bespoke estimated 
retrofit costings for individual households to 
the Energy at Home website to allow access to 
more detailed and nuanced information.

1 2 3 4 5

1.5
Develop planning policies and guidance to 
enable energy efficiency improvement of 
buildings

PROGRESS UPDATE
Energy Efficiency, Retrofitting & Sustainable 
Construction SPD published. In the process of 
passing a Local Plan Partial Update which 
updates parts of the Core Strategy and 
Placemaking Plan to make sure planning 
decisions better address the climate 
emergency

NEXT STEPS
Develop updates to the full Strategy and 
Placemaking Plan for the period 2024-34  
which further improve the sustainable 
construction policies to continue reducing 
energy demand and use, whilst also 
integrating adaptation elements robustly into 
building design requirements.

1 2 3 4 5

1.6
Maximise benefits to B&NES residents from 
WECA Retrofit Accelerator Hub

PROGRESS UPDATE
Helped shape the WECA Retrofit Accelerator 
Hub: a three year programme that will 
encourage, support and guide homeowners 
from initial thoughts about retrofit, through 
surveying, advice on measures to signposting 
to capable installers to carry out works. The 
Hub will fund consortium members to increase 
capacity and provision of retrofit services 
across the region. Region wide marketing and 
awareness raising campaign in 2023.  CSE 
appointed as consortium lead in October 2022.

NEXT STEPS
WECA and CSE developing first phase of the 
Hub for first outputs in 2023. Council will 
ensure maximum benefit for B&NES residents.

1 2 3 4 5

Strategic Priority for action:
1. Decarbonising Buildings
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Strategic Priority for Action:
2. Decarbonising Transport

2.1
Development of a suite of capital 
programmes to reduce car use by 25%  in 
B&NES

PROGRESS UPDDATE
Developed the Journey to Net Zero strategy, 
which sets out how the council will deliver 
sustainable transport for the next eight years 
through a suite of approved capital programmes 
and potential future programmes, including: 
building public transport options; providing for 
travel on bike and foot; creating improved places 
to live and work; cleaner, greener school travel; 
supporting future mobility and improved rural 
connectivity.

NEXT STEPS
Delivery of transport improvements identified in 
the Journey to Net Zero through £540m of City 
Region Sustainable Transport Settlement, and  
liveable neighbourhood programme. Funding 
awarded from DfT in combination with the Bus 
Service Improvement Programme funding of 
£105m.

2.2
Increasing ability to estimate whole-life 
carbon emissions of transport impact from 
development projects

PROGRESS UPDATE
Developing a new West of England Regional 
Transport Model which allows us to model the 
impact of transport schemes and provides a 
framework for estimating the impact of 
projects on transport emissions to allow for 
better cost-benefit analysis and mapping of 
emissions reductions against carbon targets.

NEXT STEPS
Complete and gain approval of the West of 
England Regional Transport Model during 
Spring 2023.

2.3
Work to increase grid capacity in BANES to 
allow for faster rollout of EV fast chargers

PROGRESS UPDATE
The council is consulting with the National Grid 
to set aside significant funds to upgrade the 
grid in next funding period, beginning in 2023, 
to ensure grid capacity to allow for faster 
rollout of fast/rapid charge points for electric 
vehicles in the area.

NEXT STEPS
Continue quarterly operational engagement 
meetings with WPD and attend Draft Ofgem 
Determination workshops in anticipation of 
final determination expected by early 2023.

NB Overlap with Renewable Energy section on 
the grid constraint issue

1 2 3 4 51 2 3 4 5
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Strategic Priority for Action: 

3. Increasing Local Renewable Energy Generation

3.1
Develop an evidence base to inform new 
Local Plan and future workstreams 
regarding potential deployment of 
renewable energy in BANES

PROGRESS UPDATE
Completing a bottom-up assessment of 
potential renewable, low and zero carbon 
energy technologies, at different scales and 
locations across Bath and North East Somerset. 
Enabling decisions to be taken based on 
policies supporting and facilitating deployment 
these energy systems and to aid officers and 
developers when assessing applications for 
new development sites or for larger-scale new 
generation schemes. 

NEXT STEPS
Initiate work to develop renewable energy 
policy approach and evidence base for the new 
Local Plan. The primary goal will be to further 
enable renewable energy generation schemes, 
with a holistic focus on community benefit and 
biodiversity integration.

3.2
Develop communication strategies to drive 
public interest and access to information 
and expertise about renewable energy

PROGRESS UPDATE
Promoted innovative new group-buying 
programme led by WECA called Solar Together. 
Scheme gave participants reassurance that they 
were buying high-quality solar photovoltaic 
(PV) panels and battery storage, access to 
competitive prices, and guidance and 
information at every stage through the process.

NEXT STEPS
Review Solar Together with WECA and 
investigate running another round following 
high demand of initial offer. Develop a district-
wide energy strategy. Continue work with CSE 
on the community Renewable Energy 
Conversations project. 

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

3.3
Development of Energy Action Plan to 
provide strategic framework and outline 
of short- and longer-term actions

PROGRESS UPDATE
Progress Update: Review underway and 
strategic framework and recommendations 
for actions emerging. Senior officer and 
member engagement to take place during 
November and December 2022, with view 
to approval of first Energy Action Plan by 
March 2023. Will encompass both retrofit 
and renewables, direct delivery, influencing 
and partnership work.

NEXT STEPS: to be determined

1 2 3 4 5
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Stategic Priority for Action: 

4. Net Zero Council

4.1
Develop council knowledge and capacity for 
increasing renewable generation on council 
properties 

PROGRESS UPDATE
Renewable Action Group formed to coordinate 
development of a pipeline of council renewable 
projects and spending of the renewable energy 
development fund. Ensure that all the council is 
positioned to apply for all relevant national 
public sector grants.  C. 400kw of solar PV 
installed capacity on council estate; 1.3MW in 
pipeline; 8.3MW in potential pipeline.

NEXT STEPS
Completion of sites in pipeline and feasibility 
work of potential pipeline sites including solar 
canopies on P&R car parks and 4MW ground 
mounted site.  Energy strategy work following 
on from Aecom Strategy Options report and 
AECOM RERAS.

See 3.3

4.2
Put in place the framework and policies for 
measuring and reducing the council’s Scope 3 
emissions

PROGRESS UPDATE
A new Procurement strategy has been published 
which formalises the council’s need to: consider 
the carbon footprint and environmental impact 
of products and services bought.
A study has been commissioned from Spherics 
data company produce a first comprehensive 
estimate of council scope 3 procurement 
emissions. 

NEXT STEPS
Development of method for integrating 
sustainable procurement strategy into 
procurement bid and scoring documents.
Dialogue with the largest emitters in the council’s 
suppliers to review strategy for reducing supply 
chain emissions. 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

4.3
Waste Services action to reduce operational 
carbon emissions

PROGRESS UPDATE
Waste Services redevelopment of the Pixash
Lane site has been designed to bring the 
operational carbon emissions from the main 
waste management and recycling depot in 
Keynsham close to zero. The redevelopment is 
now well underway and includes a solar array 
of xxx KW/MW, energy efficiency building 
fabric, EV charging, waste-water recycling for 
vehicle washing and at least 10% bio-diversity 
net gain.

NEXT STEPS
The development is expected to be top-
performing in relation to sustainable build 
features and future-proofed with capacity to 
increase recycling.

1 2 3 4 5
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4.4
Property Services projects to reduce 
carbon emissions from the Council’s 
corporate estate

PROGRESS UPDATE
Work completed on Charlton House Care 
Home in Keynsham including solar roof, 
energy efficiency improvement, LED lighting 
and a heat pump. Work underway to do the 
same for two more care homes: Combe Lea 
and Cleeve Court, due for completion end of 
2022 for solar and LED lighting.

NEXT STEPS
A new funding bid had been submitted to 
Public Sector Decarbonisation Fund to pay 
for heat pumps in the care homes above 
which if successful will be completed by 2024 
A pipeline of projects in the Corporate estate 
to decarbonise buildings and increase 
renewables.

4.5
Decarbonising Council fleet programme

PROGRESS UPDATE 
Converting our fleet from petrol and diesel to 
electric when alternative models are 
available, that are feasible and affordable. 30 
electric vehicles currently in fleet; small vans 
and street cleansing pedestrian machines and 
sweepers. We trialled an electric waste 
collection truck.

NEXT STEPS
6 more vehicles due for replacement this year. 
We are in the process when replacement is 
due to convert to alternatives for hand-
held/small powered pieces of kit – strimmers, 
leaf-blowers, hedge-trimmers, chain-saws and 
are prioritising use of these in the CAZ and 
other noise and emissions sensitive 
areas/uses.

4.6
Aligning council policies and plans

PROGRESS UPDATE
The council’s Corporate Strategy to 2024, 
adopted in 2019, has tackling the climate and 
ecological emergency as a core policy and sets 
out a series of specific actions to help deliver 
our net zero commitments. Updates on 
projects that deliver the core policy are 
reported in the council’s newsroom 

NEXT STEPS
Work is underway on planning for the council’s 
corporate planning frameworks following the 
current Corporate Strategy period. One of the 
options being considered for this is to adopt 
the “doughnut” model which places the 
environmental ceiling alongside social 
outcomes as the key decision-making 
framework.

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Stategic Priority for Action: 

4. Net Zero Council

1 2 3 4 5
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Strategic priority Strategies and plans enabling delivery

Transport West of England Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan

West of England Joint Local Transport

Journey to Net Zero

Local Cycling and Walking Implementation Plan

Bus Service Improvement Plan

City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement

Low Traffic Neighbourhood Strategy

On-street Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy

Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy

Local Planning Policies

Energy Efficiency, Retrofitting and Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document

Council Waste Strategy (available early 2023)

Corporate Estate Management Strategy (available end of 2023)

Draft version 9 

P
age 72

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/transport/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan/
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/transport/joint-local-transport-plan/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/journey-net-zero/what-journey-net-zero
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Full-LCWIP-Jan-2021.pdf
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/West-of-England-Bus-Service-Improvement-Plan-1st-Annual-Review-Final-221221.pdf
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/West-of-England-Combined-Authority-CRSTS.pdf
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-05/Low%20traffice%20neighbourhood%20strategy%202020.pdf
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-05/Electric%20vehicle%20chanrging%20stratefy%202020.pdf
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/local-planning-policy-and-guidance
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sustainable-construction-and-retrofitting-supplementary-planning-document
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Increasing Local Renewable Energy Generation update 2022 
 

There has been significant progress in the development of the pipeline of renewable 

energy installations in 2022.   

The chart below shows the installed capacity across Bath and North East Somerset 

(black); pipeline (green); potential pipeline (orange) and capacity yet to be identified 

(red) of a total of 300MW energy capacity level that includes both heating and 

electricity.   

The 300MW is an indication of the scale needed across the district to help meet the 

target for Bath and North East Somerset to become net zero by 2030, based on a 

Scatter stretch pathway illustrated in the Climate Emergency Study ‘Synthesis of 

Evidence’1. 

 

 

 

Installed 

Pipeline 

Potential  

To be identified 
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Installed capacity (black) 

The installed capacity is illustrated in black and in the chart is shown as 29.04MW.  

This total is made up of existing ground mounted solar farms at Chelwood, 

Wilmington Farm as well as a number of roof mounted solar PV installations across 

the Council’s corporate and commercial estate and community energy roof mounted 

solar PV across a number of academized schools. The figure includes anaerobic 

digestion (2.5MW); biomass (2.03MW); sewage gas (0.63); landfill (1.6MW) and 

incineration (0.06MW). It should be considered therefore that >2.5MW of capacity is 

from combustion renewables as opposed to clean renewables at the point of 

generation. 

A significant proportion of the installed capacity (13MW) is estimated to be on 

domestic solar rooftops, however there is a significant degree of uncertainty 

associated with this figure and it is therefore considered provisional.  The 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy have acknowledged the 

problem in the document in this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/renewable-energy-statistics-data-sources-and-

methodologies; ‘For many technologies, especially electricity, no single data source 

can provide complete coverage, therefore, several data sources are used.  However, 

between the data sources, there is duplication of data for some sites.’    The 

Microgeneration Certification Scheme data, for example, provides an indication of 

the number and size of installations of rooftop solar but is reliant on installers 

inputting the correct figures.  It’s also known that not all solar installations are 

required to be registered with the Microgeneration Certification Scheme and as such 

the actual level of installed capacity may be higher.  A higher estimate of installed 

rooftop solar capacity from a file provided by MCS suggested approximately 40MW.  

However, this is thought to be unrealistically high at this stage and due to errors with 

data entry.   All data sources are going through a process of validation and 

reconciliation with the other District Network Operator (Distribution Future Energy 

Scenarios) and the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy data in 

order that we get to interoperability of sources; remove duplication and predict the 

higher estimate based on survey data. 

It should be noted that the West of England Combined Authority Solar Together 

scheme that B&NES were a partner in resulted in 1MW of domestic rooftop solar 

installation across approximately 280 properties. 

Pipeline (green) 

The pipeline value is 25.7MW.  There is a much higher level of certainty associated 

with this figure as it is made up large ground mounted solar sites (Marksbury Plain 

and Howgrove Farm) that have this year acquired planning consent; and a number 

of rooftop solar sites on the academised schools and corporate estate including care 

homes; sports centres and a new waste recycling facility at Pixash Lane in 

Keynsham. 

Potential Pipeline (orange) 
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The potential pipeline value is estimated at 73.7MW.  This includes a community 

ground mounted solar farm at Fairy Hill near Compton Dando; as well as leased 

leisure facilities and car park solar canopies at the Council’s park and ride sites for 

which feasibility work is currently underway.  Most of this figure is made up of the 

identified rooftop solar PV potential identified by Camco in 

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Planning-and-Building-

Control/Planning-

Policy/LP20162036/bnes_renewable_energy_resource_update_report_2018_publication_vers

ion.pdf as totalling 76.6MW.  Approximately 13.3MW is thought to have been 

installed and therefore 63.3MW rooftop potential remains.  The latest MCS data 

indicates that annual installation of rooftop solar capacity may now be as high as 

2MW or more.  This is thought to be as a result of increased demand relating to the 

energy and cost of living crisis. 

Yet to be identified (red) 

It is expected that this figure of 171.51MW is likely to reduce as more larger 

generation schemes acquire planning consent, for example it is possible that a 

number of wind turbine proposals may emerge as a result of changes to the planning 

framework through the Local Plan Partial Update currently in process.  No figures 

have been included in the chart above for potential wind generation as the current 

planning framework largely prevent wind development.  The Anthesis report 

(https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Environment/anthesis_

bnes_climate_emergency_discussion_pack_final.pdf) identifies a potential of 70MW 

by 2030, although no sites or proposals have yet come forward. 

A 2018 Regen report2 estimated that ‘3% of homes having PV totalling 8MW of 

domestic capacity and around 81 roof-mounted commercial and industrial projects 

totalling 2.5MW of capacity’ existed in the authority area.  It is expected that there 

will be a substantial growth in this area of energy generation, giving the relatively low 

proportion of homes with solar PV and current context of high electricity costs. 

The potential hydro power resource is very low at 0.4MWe as the waterways in 

B&NES have insufficient ‘head’ i.e. power, to make hydro-power viable. However, 

Bath and West Community Energy are enabling a rapid increase in rooftop solar 

across the district, particularly on public sector and commercial rooftops.   

The MCS data suggests that the rate of domestic and business solar PV installed 

capacity has approximately doubled since we declared a Climate Emergency in 

2019. 

The proportion of installed capacity that is provided by community energy is very 

high at 40% when compared to other areas across the country. This allied with 

enabling planning policy work and engagement with the DNO suggest that there is 

likely to be an increasing rate of growth in renewable energy installations up to and 

beyond 2030. 

There is still no national methodology to report on installed renewable energy 

capacity across the full range of technologies. Therefore, these figures are subject to 

change in the future as the methodology and data sources improve. 
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2025
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March 2019 - 
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declares a Climate
Emergency 

2022

Low carbon
Keynsham
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construction

Partnership working
through 'One Shared
Vision' to deliver
climate action

Route Map: Projected Milestones*

£1.5m B&NES
capital invested in
yield generating
renewable energy

Gov Targets
Environmental

bill to come
into force  

2023

Gov Targets
Ofgem to invest
300m in grid and
3500 EV charge

points
2023
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Future Homes :

No fossil fuel
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builds
2025
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on long term
decarbonisation

of heat
2025

'Towards Zero
Waste 2030'
Strategy
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Aim for 1GW

hydrogen
production
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2025

Full update of
Local Plan
planning policy

*Milestones are all based on expected outcomes from ongoing workstreams, they are subject to change and will be reviewed
annually. 
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2023
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public EV charge
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Local Plan
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impact across all 
priority areas
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2025

Estimated c.40 West of
England jobs created
by the WECA Retrofit
Accelerator hub

New Reuse shop and
public Recycling Centre
open at Keynsham
Recycling Hub

300MW installed
renewable
energy capacity

65,000 homes will
have had some form
of energy efficiency
improvement

2030
25%
reduction
in car use
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2030

 
Major new cycle and
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Bath, Keynsham and
the Somer Valley
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year
2028

Est 100MW
district-wide
renewable
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5000 Retrofit
surveys
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WECA area

Phases 1&2 of Planning
Offset Fund directed to
most needed energy
efficiency upgrades 
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End sales of

new petrol and
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2035

Tool to maximise
climate action in every
decision we take
embedded Council-wide
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Good evening. I am here to present my petition entitled a ‘Safe Crossings for St Mary’s Primary 
School and RUH (https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/safe-crossings-for-st-marys). This 
concerns the crossing point outside the Bowls Club on Penn Hill Road (Weston) which currently 
consists of a small central island with reflective bollards and a central light column.


This is a busy and direct walking and wheeling route from Southlands, High Street and indeed the 
whole of Weston Village to and from St Mary’s Primary School, the RUH, the Weston Hub, the 103 
Childcare Club and destinations beyond. The desire to cross at this point is clearly seen during 
the school drop off and pick up periods, although it is well used throughout the day. It is on the 
route of the ‘walking bus’ between the 103 Club and Weston All Saints Primary School. A crossing 
count was carried out in December 2021- see appendix a. 


It is the site of regular conflict between pedestrians and drivers. This boils down to confusion over 
who has the right of way. Some drivers give way, only for parents and carers with children and 
pushchairs to end up stranded on the island, which itself is not big enough to accommodate 
them. The bollards obscure a childs’ sightline reducing safety further. 


The island itself offers little protection. It is regularly hit, and my return here comes after a SUV 
completely overran the island in November 2022, felling the central light column (see photos 
appendix b). Had this happened during the school run, the consequences could have been 
extremely grave. 


421 people have signed the petition, which to give context is equivalent to the entire adult and 
child population of the Southlands Liveable Neighbourhood area. The LN team have committed to 
fund the design work for a new crossing. I am here to ask for details of how the actual crossing 
will be funded. Are the Highways Team willing to provide part funding should the LN team not be 
able to provide all of it? When are we going to see a safe crossing in this location?


Two important notes- firstly, as you will see on the petition it is dominated by postcodes local to 
the crossing. I have not sought to ‘pad out’ the numbers. This is a genuine local concern. 


Secondly, the existing zebra crossing on Penn Hill Road, installed over 15 years ago, serves a 
purpose but not for the destinations I have outlined above. It involves a 160 meter detour to the 
school gate and 175 meter detour and an additional road crossing to reach the Weston Hub/103 
Club or the RUH. People clearly vote with their feet on this matter, and we should be supporting 
active travel with direct safe routes where people want them. 


I request a written response which I can share with my supporters. 


Thank you


- A paper copy of the petition will be presented 
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Appendix A 


Crossing count

Averages

AM Counts 
(08.00-09.00)

Date Weds 1/12 Thursday 
2/12

Monday 
6/12

Thursday 
9/12

Friday 
10/12

Aged 12+ 111 105 97 124 101 108

Aged 11 and 
under

70 70 74 66 53 67

Combined 
total

181 175 171 190 154 175

% aged 11 
and under

38% 40% 43% 35% 34% 38%

PM Counts 
(15.00-16.00)

Date Tuesday 
30/11

Thursday 
2/12

Thursday 
16/12

Friday 17/12

Aged 12+ 140 94 57 51 85

Aged 11 and 
under

68 77 40 46 58

Combined 
total

208 171 97 97 143

% aged 11 
and under

33% 45% 41% 47% 40%
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Appendix B- 12th November 2023 collision 
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Statement from Jackie Head to B&NES Cabinet meeting 9/2/23 
 
Chew Valley Area Forum Climate & Nature Emergency, Sustainable Transport Working Group, 
have been working with officers in B&NES and WECA since 2021 to try to secure improved 
public transport services in the Chew Valley. We began with a valley wide survey which showed 
an appetite for more travel by bus, a desire to decarbonise transport options and in particular for 
a shuttle bus to take passengers around the valley and out to the transport corridors of the A38 
and A37/9. Reliability, connectivity and reduced carbon were of key importance. 
 
Thank you for lobbying the WECA Mayor about the 5 new BSIP routes proposed to WECA,  
designed by them, tendered and bid for, before they were dropped in January. 3 of them have a 
direct impact on the Chew Valley area (517, 526, 527) . We hope you are successful in this 
lobbying, as we believe they are the best way to make the transition to DRT work and thus help 
to achieve the modal shift towards buses and decarbonisation that we so desperately need. We 
believe together they will enable a profitable bus service for the area in time. 
 
However, if you are unsuccessful in your lobbying, the Chew Valley will no longer have a spinal 
route within the Valley to support DRT, and would only have the 376 bus on the A37/9, a service 
run by First Bus, allegedly every 30 minutes, but in practice it is unreliable. First Bus’ reputation 
is at an all time low, partly because of this service but also in relation to supported bus services 
that they currently run. 

Since we have heard about the 672 being cut, there has been a huge reaction from local people 
who rely on this service for their daily living, whether that be regularly for commuting or 
shopping (remember most villages in the Chew Valley don’t have a shop and don’t have a safe 
walking route to a shop) for their medical appointments at GPs, dentists or Bristol hospitals. 
They may only use the route once a week or once a month but it none-the-less forms an 
important service, despite the fact that it has been paired back to the bone in terms of service 
frequency. 

One key point has emerged: Eurostar provides a reliable and trusted service in the 672, and 
there is a community amongst those who use it.  We are concerned that this valued service is 
essential travel for some whose jobs are vulnerable, given that they are already feeling 
stretched by the present cost of living crisis. We are concerned that many such people are not 
on the internet and don’t have smartphones, and will be using bus stops without real time 
information, and thus may be less supported than others who can track their DRT ride. We are 
also concerned that some people will become  socially isolated and may really struggle to make 
the transition to DRT services. This includes Ukrainian refugees, young people, working families 
and  the elderly for whom it is a lifeline.  

Secondly the only sensible bus corridor for the Chew Valley DRT is the A37/39 which does not 
appear on the DRT document as one that will be enhanced, even though the 376 service 
delivered by First Bus has a poor reputation for reliability and service.  
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We understand that WECA only plans to move to begin community engagement about DRT in 
March, and we fear this will be too late to prevent people, who are currently angry and anxious 
about bus cuts,and particularly the 672 being cut, in some cases contemplating buying a car 
when they do not currently or increasing car use, or fearing being stranded with no car, all of 
which would be a retrograde step in B&NES  journey to net Zero plans. As a group we would 
like to set up community meetings to allay fears and assist the transition to using DRT at an 
earlier stage but we have no funds and only volunteer capacity to do this.  

We believe B&NES needs to plan to continue to fund the 672 if the 517, 526 & 527 do not run or 
it will have a far greater issue on its hands with financial hardship, social isolation and carbon 
increases in transport. We would like you to consider these costs to weigh in the balance of the 
cost of delivery. 

 
Many thanks 
Jackie  Head 
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Statement to B&NES Cabinet Meeting – Ian Downey
Proposed cut to bus services in the Chew Valley

On 18th  January 2023, West of England Combined Authority (WECA) and Bath&NESomerset Council 
announced that they are planning to cut – without consultation - multiple bus services that serve the
Chew Valley as of April this year. It is  unacceptable to remove so many bus services at one go across 
a rural community where public transport provision is already poor.  For example, there is one direct
bus per week to Bath – the seat of my local authority, to whom I pay Council Tax.

The proposed cuts  include the 672 (Blagdon-Broadmead) service. This is my only public transport 
route to Bristol from the Chew Valley.  The frequency of 672 buses has been cut back before. It now 
provides only the most basic service.  It is  relied on by many commuters, shoppers and the public.  I 
use it regularly to get to my office. Indeed, one reason I recently changed job to work in Bristol was 
the advantage of a local bus service. Without it I have no option other than using a car for this and 
other journeys.

I understand there may be some extended support for the 672 from B&NES until June 2023 but 
nonetheless, the proposed cuts all round are a fundamentally regressive step that will remove any 
ability for people to go about their business and leisure by public transport in the Chew Valley.

The proposed action runs contrary to policies on promoting active travel, achieving CO2  emissions 
reductions, decreased pollution/congestion, etc. Promoting bus travel is an important element of 
achieving all those objectives. It is vital infrastructure to get to urban centres, venues, railways and 
hospitals.  Bristol parking costs have doubled, and a clean air zone introduced. Bus passenger 
volumes are increasing. The cuts would leave no buses in the Chew Valley at all!

The cuts also undermine recent B&NES investment to improve highway infrastructure and 
accessibility around the Chew reservoir area. New bus stops and better pathway access have been 
specifically installed to improve access and presumably attract visitors.  The proposed cuts mean 
visitors will have to drive to the area (where car parks are already regularly full) nullifying the 
benefits of promoting sustainable, accessible, active travel.  This just squanders the potential 
benefits after making all that outlay.

It is unclear how or where the proposed ‘demand responsive transport’ minibus services will operate
in the Chew Valley. Personally, I think it will be less convenient, more time consuming and expensive
compared to the current bus service provision. Hence it is an unattractive option and likely to be 
unworkable. On fares and levels of subsidy, it is not clear why the £2 fare cap was extended to the 
672 service. I considered the previous fare structure to be comparatively reasonable. To cut the 
single fare from Chew Valley to Bristol by 50% is just another – convenient - factor undermining the 
funding of public transport as a service.

In summary, the proposed cuts are being made without proper consultation and without the 
identification of comparable or improved alternative. They undermine the Council’s credentials on 
air quality, emissions and congestion. These bus services are crucial in connecting isolated 
communities and persuading drivers to use public transport instead. Their proposed removal makes 
a mockery of the aspirations to promote active travel. It causes great anxiety and inconvenience to 
residents and visitors alike.

The intended plan to leave rural areas with zero bus services is irresponsible and entirely 
unacceptable. It is morally unsound and very poor value for money for the taxes I pay.  I expect more
concerted endeavour from WECA and B&NES  to secure government support for bus services under 
threat.

I urge WECA and B&NES to reconsider this decision expect good news on what actions they
propose to take to ensure the continuity of these vital services for outlying districts beyond April 
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CLLR SHAUN STEPHENSON-MCGALL – STATEMENT TO CABINET 

BUS SERVICES THROUGH TIMSBURY 

Tonight I want to speak to you all about bus services through the village of Timsbury 
where I have lived this last nine years and where I am an active member of the 
Parish Council and a volunteer with the Community Speed Watch. 
 
The bus services through the village have always been precarious in recent years, 
with both the 178 and 179 having their schedules reduced and cut, initially by First 
Bus.  More recently, these two routes have been taken over by CT Coach’s, Abus 
and Citistar with subsidy from WECA. 
 
These two routes, the 178 and 179, are real lifelines to many in the village for issues 
ranging from getting to and from their place of work, to attend School or College, and 
to enable residents of nearby community’s and villages to access St Mary’s Doctors 
Surgery in Timsbury where they are registered.  
 
Rural isolation growing and rural bus services are vital to combat this and to tackle 
the climate emergency which we all face. Many elderly residents are really worried 
about their future in the village and how they will be about to access shops and 
services as well as the RUH. 
 
Over the last couple of months I have knocked on the door of every household in the 
village with a Community Survey asking residents what their local priorities 
are.  Over 270 households returned the questionnaire.  Unsurprisingly concerns 
about the bus services came out top, with speeding traffic and the use of the village 
as a rat run coming 2nd and 3rd respectively. 
 
Post covid and with the Conservative Government’s decision to remove the national 
Bus Recovery Grant this spring, nationally bus services are under threat regardless 
of the colour of the local council or regional mayor. Both National and local action is 
needed to support and save rural bus services to connect communities like 
Timsbury. 
 
The recent decision of WECA on 18th January to remove the subsidies across the 
region is a massive blow to Timsbury but the proposed new Bus Service 
Improvement Plan 522 service from Brislington Park and Ride to Odd Down Park 
and Ride, gives the Parish Council, local residents, public transport campaigners like 
Damian Valentine and myself hope! 
 
As a bus user myself, local resident, and member of the Parish Council, I would urge 
B&NES to work as closely as possible with WECA to ensure Timsbury has a proper 
formal timetabled bus service connecting the village to Keynsham and Bristol to the 
North, Paulton and Midsomer North to the South and to Bath to the East. 
 
We must all ensure that the proposed demand responsive transport scheme is a 
success but Timsbury and other North East Somerset villages and communities still 
need the 522 service and the other spinal routes through the Chew Valley to be 
funded by WECA from its multi million pound Bus Service Improvement Plan funds; 
this is lifeline for our village, Timsbury!
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Feb 9th speech final draft, 3 min

Cabinet, I am here today to lobby you on the issue of dangerous rural

roads and the action our council can take against this. I’m standing here,

not simply as a candidate for the Chew Valley ward in May, but as a

deeply concerned resident, mother and health professional.

Two weeks ago a child was knocked down by a speeding vehicle when

he was making his way to school in the village of Chew Stoke, whilst he

was on the footpath no less! Over the last year when myself and my

ward colleague, Dr David Harding, have been out campaigning, we have

stood on many doorsteps and heard countless stories of near misses,

and sustained injuries on our roads. It’s simply not good enough.

I am sure we can all agree, that this issue is hugely complex, but I will

give you the start of what I see as a small solution. The idea I put to you

is to change your algorithm for how you allocate money for road safety

across the council. Rural roads are statically more dangerous and yet

urban environments get more funding as they have more people. I
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propose that rural communities should have a different variability factor

to improve equity in our communities. In fact, don’t we as Lib Dems

stand for improving equality for all? I’m aware there are many factors

for funding allocation, and I am lobbying you to add an extra

component for rural village centres.

For too long, multiple BANES administrations have been Bath centric

and I know that when leader Kevin Guy came to power, he said that this

would change. His leadership has shown this with the successful

implementation of the Chew Valley cycle path, money for the

redevelopment of Keynsham centre including the new footbridge, the

Somer Valley Enterprise Zone, and standing up to WECA mayor, Dan

Norris' betrayal on our rural buses. We can build on this positivity with

changing our funding parameters, thus continuing to prove to the

people of North East Somerset that the council care about them too.

There is a common misconception, repeated by councillors not present

and the wider council staff that we have to have a death on our valley
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roads before the council sit up and listen. I myself know this is untrue,

but cabinet, the message is out there, the resident’s believe this is fact.

And the idea I have put forward today will go towards improving how

they see you. Daily, I see the fantastic work done in NE Somerset around

road safety, such as 20 mph limits in Mendip ward, and the hard work

of the Clean and Green team - and I think we can go much further.

The elephant in the room, of course, is firstly about community

compliance and second - quality representation. However, I believe that

Dr Harding and I can unite our rural communities to agree on road

safety measures. Late last year, we gathered over 240 signatures

supporting our campaign for a 20 mph limit in Bishop Sutton Centre, a

parish of only around 500 houses. So I believe the will is there. But,

sadly, the Chew Valley has for too long been llet down by its

Conservative councillors that will not advocate for this important issue,

but simply continue to complain about the obstructive Council, even

when they had a majority no less. Cabinet – I assure you that if I’m

Page 93



elected on May 4th, I will fight to improve the safety of rural roads and

do this with the collaboration of our community. I feel that if you

support my motion today, this will demonstrate to the people of the

Chew Valley that we can be effective in giving them what they need,

and that we care, when others have shown they don’t.
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BOB GOODMAN – STATEMENT TO CABINET – 9 FEBRUARY 2023 

I rarely speak about my family because that side of my life is precious to me but the 
events of this week cannot go without mention.  My son who is a major in the Royal 
Artillery was presented with an MBE by the King for his work on unmanned Aircraft. 
You may ask what is that to do with the City even though he is a true Bathonian who 
grew up and was schooled in this great city of ours. 
 
Well how immensely sad that I have learnt that this BANES Cabinet have taken 
£27,000 out of next year’s budget for what is the most important event of the year 
that is the Remembrance Day services. Of course, you will say that’s not the case 
because it is still going ahead ~that may well be the case but only after the 
Chartered Trustees we’re given an ultimatum pay for it or it will not happen.  
 
It is appalling that you as Cabinet can agree to a budget cut and pass the buck to the 
Chartered Trustees pure cowardice. However the Chartered Trustees are complicit 
in this decision because they should have rejected these bullying techniques and 
told you as a Cabinet to take on the Financial responsibility each and every one of 
the Trustees should have the moral convictions to simply say NO.  
 
WHAT does this decision show to those who have given their lives for this Country or 
those who like my son who serve the King not knowing what lies before them but 
prepared to put their lives in danger for all of us. 
 
It has always been the financial responsibility of BANES to pay for this Civic event no 
other Administration of whatever political  persuasion has ever cut this…..will Cllrs 
here tonight from N E Somerset …if of course you get re-elected in May~ expect an 
invitation …quite frankly the easy answer is. NO.. 
 
I can assure Cabinet Members in Bath that residents are appalled by this decision — 
just ask them, you are letting down the Armed Forces both those who serve and 
those who have gone before. There are other ways of cutting or increasing funding 
to reinsert the money in the Budget. 
 
Any Bath Cllr who votes for this cut and passes on the responsibility to the Mayoralty 
will be held accountable by the electorate at future elections, I respect some of the 
Cllrs from Bath so don’t allow this to happen. This is clearly the thin end of the 
wedge and it is now common knowledge that discussions have taken place to see 
what other financial responsibilities can be passed onto BATH. 
 
That’s fine but the residents of Bath need to be given back the Guildhall and you can 
pay rent to us, so and we will have the revenue from the Car Parks, Roman Baths 
and the Commercial estate and then North East Somerset  will be bankrupt. 

 
You must not let down our Armed Forces and I urge you to change your decision. 
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COUNCILLOR PAUL MAY 

STATEMENT TO CABINET – 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

 

After cabinet this evening proposed budgets and council tax recommendations will 
be presented by Councillor Samuel to the full council on the 21st of February. 

 
I think it is important to recognise that the officers have been dedicated in ensuring 
all councillors have been briefed re the finances over a long period from late 2022 
right through the scrutiny stages. 

 
There is no doubt these are hard times for the community and the national 
conservative government have in effect imposed a 5% increase on all caring, social 
councils. They have removed support and increased demands, so the Banes budget 
is a fair way to balance the adult and children’s needs with other services. 

 
The pandemic and asylum seekers have placed enormous pressures on Children’s 
services. Banes is quite a small Unitary Authority so that has placed other services 
under scrutiny as well. 

 
The council has to set a legally balancing budget every year so the Section 151 
officer has to agree that.  

 
From the Chief Executive down the officers of Banes have worked diligently and I 
admire their dedication. Thank you. 

 
Cabinet, to get to this situation is not a short process because it has been about the 
long-term management of complex budgets and pressures. I will be supporting the 
proposals at the council. 
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Statement by Cllr Eleanor Jackson 
Based on a budget of £15,000 - 9 February 2023 

 
I am tempted to revert to my former incarnation as an RE teacher, and then a trainer of RE teachers 
and ministers (who often help schools with collective worship and RE), and ask you to put up your 
hands if you had good teaching and experienced meaningful spiritual awareness and development, 
or proper insights into other world faiths, ethics, and humanism. Our children have suffered a great 
deal because of covid 19 restrictions, and other turbulence. They worry about climate change and the 
environment. They want to know why evil happens like the invasion of Ukraine or suffering as we see 
in Turkey and Syria. The Holocaust is in some ways beyond our imagination, but this morning a 
charity set up to support the victims of anti-semitism reported 100 incidents a week actually came to 
them…. There is also the debate over the Shawcross report on the Respect programme, and what its 
priorities should be. My guess is that if you were handed a brief to go and teach a class about ‘British 
values’ and the importance of having a world view which did not condone any sort of violence on the 
basis of a person’s creed, caste or race, you would struggle. Training teachers properly is vital.  This 
enhanced budget will help us do that. 3 hours of a PGCE course is hopeless, compounded by a 29% 
shortfall in specialist teachers. 
 
Teaching RE (though not RS) is required by law, along with collective worship, though parents have 
the right to withdraw their children from both. However, each council may tailor the Agreed Syllabus 
to local circumstances. For example, my children in Derby learnt a lot about Sikhism because there is 
a very large Sikh community there.  What I would like to see here is the development of material on 
Black or African traditions. What our former resident, the Emperor Haile Selassie represented should 
be appreciated by all and not just for Rastafarian music. We need money to do this. We also need to 
ensure web materials are available, and that B&NES Sacre can contribute to the national debate, its 
members attend conferences, and so on.  
 
To restore the £5,000 cut from our budget this year will require some creative thinking, but the 
Scrutiny Panel asked officers to do this. Meanwhile our RS GCE and A Level results have come in, 
school by school, and it is clear that we are part of a national downward trend of exam results 
because of under-resourcing.  I am sure there is cross party consensus that we should aim to enable 
every child to get the best results they can and discover their full potential. I am very proud of a 30 
something student I had in Derby of Jamaican heritage whose school condemned her to be a 
hairdresser – to cut a long story short, she proved gifted in philosophy, got a first and a very good 
teaching post. She also insisted she was high church Anglican, not Pentecostal, another triumph over 
racial stereotyping.  
 
We need the enhanced experiences this budget will provide, even if you have to dip into your piggy 
bank for £5,000. 
 
I am happy to answer questions on detail, which was approved by the SACRE executive on Monday. 
May I thank Cllr Pritchard for his support, too.  
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